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at which had not finally passed for want 


€ 


btion having been agreed to, 
enate proceeded to the consideration of a 


d an act confirming certain land claims || 


ite of Michigan. 


h ssaid bills were considered as in com- 


the whole, and no amendment being || 


@ reported to the Senate, read a third 


NDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


of Mr. SPEIGHT, the Senate pro- 
he consideration of the bill making ap- 
for the Indian Department. 

being under consideration, as in com- 

ihe whole, the amendment reported from 
ttee on Finance was concurred in. 

ARNAGIN moved to amend the bill, by 
fier the 30th line, in the 2d section: 

rest upon sixty thousand doliars, borrowed by 


kee delegations in Washington city in the month 
ast, Which should have been ndvauced to them 


fed States, under the treaty of 1846 with the | 


ion, one thousand eight hundred dollars, or so 

breof as may be needed.” 
LRNAGIN briefly explained that the ap- 
m introduced at the last session to carry 


et the Cherokee treaty having failed at the | 


ent, in consequence of the Speaker’s sig- 
b the bill not being afiixed, it became neces- 


e funds to meet the wants of the In- |; 


“Under the authority of the Secretary of 
i of $50,000 was negotiated. 


y the interest which had become due | 


n should be paid by the Indians; and, 


itthis, he had proposed this amendment. | 


mendment was agreed to. 

AGIN said he had another amend- 
ropose, the object of which was to reim- 
‘certain individuals whose services in 

ether the different parties of the Cher- 
ans, and thus facilitating the ultimate 
: their differences, had been very 
| to the Government. They were indi- 
egularly belonging to the delegation, 
rized by the Cherokee nation or by the 
lent, but their influence had been exerted 
‘Heneficial to the United States, and by 
! tion the Indians had been brought to- 
and asettlement effected. These individu- 
now in Washington, having been detain- 


ve last winter for want of funds to en- | 


toreturn home. He then moved further 
tthe bill, by inserting after the preceding 
the following: 
8. Adair, $450; to Thomas F. Taylor, $450; 
a L.. Holt, $800; to defray their expenses in 
n city, last winter, in an honorable effort 
e the different parties in the Cherokee nation.” 


Ji 
4 


ishey were individuals who had come on 
lon ontheir own account. A provision 

er appeared to him to be perfectly 

rhe would wish to have some information 
Mepartment; and until that could be ob- 


d this allowance would not be in- | 


appropriation bill. 
EIG 
e if this amendment was proposed 
Committee on Indian Affairs? 
ARNAGIN replied in the affirmative. 
PRIGHT. ell, then, I hope it will not 
m the bill, without being referred to the 
2 On Finance. Let it go there and be 
He hoped it would not be passed now. 
RNAGIN said there could be no infor- 
rom the department on this subject, be- 
Individuals did not regularly belong to 
h delegation. He had himself usually 
unst paying individuals who acted with- 
‘authority. But he regarded this as a 


It was | 


UNTINGTON said he understood that || 
idment proposed to pay persons not regu- | 
ned to the delegation, for services not | 

by the Government in the Cherokee | 


)Before he could vote for such an appro- | 


wished to know of the Senator || 


MONDAY, FEBRUARY 8, 1847. 


| case which should be an exception. These per- 
| 
|| Indians. 


He desired to recall the facts to the recol- 
lection of the Senate. A delegation had been sent 


the Old Settlers, and they were here about nine 
|; months. Another delegation was sent on by what 
| was called the Treaty party. All these had been 

provided for. 


parties together. It was in this state of things that 
|| these three individuals interposed their aid, by 


| means of which the parties were brought together, || 


the differences reconciled, and the business was 
| brought to a conclusion. 


lars. They came here to induce the Indians to 
|; make an amicable arrangement, and they effected 
this object. 
should receive the money they had expended in 
|| this business or not?) They were the main instru- 
ments in obtaining the treaty of 1846. Persons 
had, in other cases, been paid, who came here 
without any authority, and these individuals were 
|} as deserving of remuneration as any agents, 
whether regular or irregular. 


Mr. ATCHISON understood that these persons | 


had come on without authority. Were they, then, 
to be made an exception to the general rule? There 
were many such persons—many volunteers, who 
had been in the habit of coming on here year after 
year, and in all cases where they had put in claims 
| on the Government, the Committee on Indian Af- 
|| fairs had uniformly reported against them. Would 
the Senate now vote to place these volunteer gen- 
tlemen, who had come here to further their own 
objects, on the footing of regular agents? Would 
you pay their demands when you have rejected all 
others of a similar character? This matter can 
only be settled as it has been done in like cases 
heretofore. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the Senator from 
Missouri had stated some facts which were con- 
clusive, in showing that this provision ought not 
to be inserted in this or any other bill. 
not to receive the sanction of the Senate before it 
had been subjected to the examination of a com- 
mittee. 

The question was then taken, and the amend- 
ment was negatived. 

Mr. WESTCOTT moved to amend by inserting 
after line thirty-four of the second section, the fol- 
lowing: 

“For defraving expenses in relation to the Seminole In- 
dians yet remaining in Florida, and for the further execution 


of the treaty therewith, and to prevent disturbances with 
suid Indians, five thousand dollars.”’ 
Mr. WESTCOTT stated that the Legislature of 
Florida had adopted a resolution asking an appro- 
| priation for the relief of these Seminole Indians, 
who had recently manifested symptoms of a mis- 
chievous intention. The Commissioner had made 
a report on the subject, and the documents were in 
the possession of the Senate. To that the chair- 
man of the Committee on Indian Affairs could 
| testify. It was not proposed to adopt any hostile 
| measures towards these Indians. Last year there 
had been a violent tornado, by which the whole of 
|| their lands had been submerged, their crops de- 
| blighted that in a few weeks they will be ina state 
|| of starvation, and then bloodshed must be expect- 
ed. Looking at the correspondence of the depart- 
|| ment, he saw that it was intended to send a dele- 


|| lated to be paid to them, which had not been paid. 


|| tion of the treaty. 


|| Mr. SPEIGHT said it would be seen, that al- | 


] though this amendment had been drawn in the 


Senator had candidly avowed it to be for the sub- 
|| sistence of Indians who were remaining in the 


" humanity, the Senator, to his credit, comes for- 
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|| Swept away their crops. 
In the course of the proceedings, it | 
|| appeared impracticable to bring these opposing | 
The expenses of these | 


men amounted to about four hundred and fifty dol- | 


The question now was, whether they | 


It ought | 


; ; 
| stroyed, and their prospects of subsistence so 
| 


| ponement until the next day. 


An | should submit. 
|| usual style of provisions to carry out a treaty, the || 


GLOBE. 


' ; 3 7 ee 
ward, and complains that they are in a state of 

'sons had performed important services in assist- || 

| ing to reconcile the contending parties among the | 


starvation. But even if so, this was not the fault 
of the Government, which has been at all times 


| ready to make the arrangement for their removal. 
|| They would not go, it appeared; they determined 
é || here by that portion of the Cherokees known as || 
bill for the relief of Shadrach Gillett and | 


to remain where they were, and a tornado had 
This is the very worst 
time that such an application could be made to 
the Government. We were in the midst of an ex- 
pensive war, all our means were demanded to carry 
iton; and now we were asked to give five thou- 


| sand dollars to sustain a tribe of hostile Indians. 


He (Mr, S.) hoped the amendment would not be 
adopted. ‘ 

Mr. SEVIER rose to move a postponement of 
the further consideration of the bill until to-mor- 
row. The chairman of the Committee on Indian 
Affairs had just received from the department a 
communication requiring the insertion in the bill 
of appropriations to carry into effeet some Indian 
treaties recently made. It would be necessary for 
the committee to have time to look into this com- 
munication; and therefore he would move that the 
further consideration of the bill be postponed tlh 
to-morrow. 

The motion being agreed to, the bill was aceord- 
ingly postponed. 


Mr. SEVIER then called for the special order. 
THREE MILLION BILL. 


The Senate then took up for consideration the 
bill making additional appropriations for bringing 
the war with Mexico to a speedy and amicable 
termination. 

Mr. BADGER expressed a hope that no objec- 
tion would be made to let this bill lie over tii to- 
morrow. An amendment had been laid on the 
table by the Senator from Georgia, and he desired 
to be heard in explanation of his object. From 
circumstances within his own. observation, he 
(Mr. B.) well knew that the Senator from Georgi 
had not been able to prepare himself to go on with 
the discussion at this time. And he would assure 
the Senator from Arkansas that, in asking for this 
postponement, there was not the slightest intention 
on this side of the Senate to cause any unnecessary 
delay in the action on this bill. . 

Mr. SEVIER replied, that he had reported thia 
bill on the 19th of last month; that he had subse- 
quently given notice that he should ask the Senate 
to consider it as soon as the army bill was disposed 
of. On Tuesday he had called it up, in pursuance 
of that notice. He had then consented to its post- 
ponement until to-day. He had therefore done 
his duty. If there was to be a long debate, as 
seemed to be intended by Senators on the other 
side, he could not give his consent to any further 
postponement. 

Mr. ARCHER said, that according to his own 
showing, the Senator from Arkansas ought not to 
oppose the motion to postpone. That Senator 
thought the army bill of so much importance as to 
require the first action of the Senate. Now, asthe 


army bill had been just returned from the House 


with amendments, he hoped the Senator would 
allow these amendments to be acted on, and per- 
mit this bill to stand over until to-morrow. 

Mr. SEVIER said that the amendments to the 
army bill were of a character which would render 
it necessary to recommit the bill. 

Mr. BADGER reminded the Senator from Ar- 
kansas that he had made one mistake in his state- 
ment. The Senator did not consent to the t- 


|| ponement of the bill on Tuesday. If he recollected 


| right, the yeas and pays were taken on the ques- 
|| gation, but it had not been sent. Under the treaty |) 
|| of Payne’s Landing, a sum of money was stipu- || 


tion. He hoped, therefore, the Senator would now 
do what he ought then to have done, and what he 


|| supposed he did do. 
|| They were still residing on their lands, in viola- | 


Mr. SEVIER said he had consented to a post- 
If the Senate “= 
further postponement, 

He had done his duty. 

Mr. HUNTINGTON said that the honorable’ 


decided to allow an 


|| Senator had discharged his duty by bringing the 


' bill to the attention of the Senate, and he really 
| Territory in violation of a treaty. In a spirit of || 


hoped that he would not object to extend an act of 


‘ courtesy which it was always usual for the Senate 





sel he hoped el enien other Senator would. 
asked hg it was not the intention of Senators to 
— it 
_ Mr. BADGER, in reply to the remark of the 
r from Arkansas, said he thought it alto- 
on robable that half a dozen speeches would 
e on that side of the Chamber, in relation 
to the subject of the war. It would be proper, he 
thought, that discussion should take place upon | 
that subject; but he had no apprehension that the | 
debate would be extended to any prolixity, and | 
he that the courtesy of a postponement for | 
one day that was now asked would not be disre- 
the Senate. 
Mr. SEVIER said he had no doubt there would | 
be occasion for the exercise of*a good deal of | 
courtesy on both sides of the Chamber before the | 
end of the session. There were a great many im- | 
portant matters to be disposed of, and but little | 
time remaining for their consideration. 
question was then put on the motion to | 
postpone, and it was decided affirmatively. | 
. ARMY BILL. i| 
’ ‘The bill to raise fora limited time an additional | 
military force and for other purposes, having been | 
returned from the House with amendments, was || 
taken up for consideration. 
The amendments having been read— 


The bill and amendments were, on motion cf | 
Mr. BADGER, referred to the Committee on Mil- 


7 Affairs. ] 
tr. EVANS moved to proceed to the consider- || 
ation of the private bills on the calendar. 


| the 


|| journ 


|| had it, and the Senate should stand adjourned until | 


|| business to be the call of the committees for re- 


| rial. 


|| lar order of business. 





Mr. DIX adverted to the fact that there was a || 
bill, the first on the calendar, which had been there | 
for something like three weeks. He alluded to the 
‘bill to repeal the pilot law of 1837; and, if the cal- | 
endar was to be taken up, he should propose to | 
proceed with the bills regularly. 

After some further remarks from Messrs. 
HUNTINGTON, DIX, and DAYTON, the ques- 
tion was taken on the motion of Mr. Evans, and 
decided in the affirmative. 


The following bilis were then severally read in | 
Committee of the Whole, and, after having been | 
explained, were ordered to be engrossed for a third 


reading, and were severally read a third time by | 


| 
unanimous consent, and passed: 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Douglass, late | 
United States attorney for East Florida; 

A bill granting a pension to John Clark; 

A bill granting a pension to Joseph Morrison; || 

A joint resolution in favor of David Shaw and || 
Solomon T. Corser; | 

‘A bill for the relief of George Gordon; 

A bill for the relief of Nathaniel Kuykendall; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Rhodes; 

A bill for the relief of Joseph Wilson; 

A bill for the relief of Thomas Brownell; 

A bill for the relief of the personal representa- | 
tives of William A. Slacum, deceased; 

A joint resolution for the relief of Orlando Salt- | 
marsh and William Fuller; 

A joint resolution authorizing and directing the | 
examination of the claims of Alexander M. Cum- 
ming; 

A bill to extend the time for selling the iands 


aoe to the Kentucky Asylum for teaching the 
eaf and dumb; 


A bill for the relief of Madison Allen; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Capella, adminis- 
trator of Andrew Capella, deceased, and for the 
relief of John Capo; 

A bill for the relief of Francis Summeraner; 

A bill for the relief of Peter Frost; 

A bill for the relief of the legal representatives 
of Jacques Moulon. 


The bill to allow arrearages of pension to Hue 
W. Dobbin, an officer in the leone was —— 
ered in committee of the whole, and after some 
considerable debate, in which Messrs, ATCHI- 
me 2 Sa Ny ARE ans » JOHNSON of 

uisiana, and others partici 
_ bill was laid on the table. agit eee he 

The bill for the relief of certain persons therein 
peed was considered in committee of the whole, 
and after a brief conversation, in which Messrs. 
NILES, EVANS, HUNTINGTON, and CAL- 





| personal explanation. 


| here when the House is in Committee of the Whole || 
|| on the state of the Union. 


|| ers to the pitiful apology which Mr. Wentwortu, of Illinois, 
|| made yesterday in the House of Representatives to excuse or | 
|| palliate his defection at once from his party and his duty.” 
|| Now, why not publish that ‘ pitiful apology?” || 
|| Why invite attention to what was not to be found 
in his paper? Why misrepresent me one day, and || 
|| thenext day call the attention of his readers to what 


\| self for the regular nominee of the next Baltimore 





HOUN, participated, the question was taken on 
ordering the bill to be engrossed, and decided in 
tive. 

The bill for the relief of Thomas Blanchard, after 
having been debated at.some length, was ordered 
to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The question on its passage being about to be 
put by the Chair— : 

Mr. TURNEY objected to a third reading, de- 
claring it to be his intention to have the vote on the 

e of the bill when the Senate was full. _ 

The bill for the relief of Jeannette C. Hunting- 
ton, widow and sole survivor of William D. Che- 
ver, deceased, was considered in committee of the 
whole. 

Mr. PHELPS made a full explanation of the | 
merits of the bill; when a motion was made to ad- 


Mr. SPEIGHT resisted the motion, on the || 
ground that he had been waiting quietly for the 
last three hours to reach a bill under his care, and 
he should now remain until they reached it. 


The question on adjournment having been put, 
The VICE PRESIDENT decided that the ayes 





to-morrow, at twelve o’clock. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Tuurspay, February 4, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read and approved. 
The SPEAKER announced the regular order of || 


orts. 
Mr. PAYNE asked leave to present a memo- | 





Mr. HOPKINS objected, and called for the regu- 


Mr. WENTWORTH asked leave to make a || 
Some objections were made, but, not being in- 
sisted on, leave was granted. ? 
Mr.WENT WORTH then said, 1 rose, the other 
day, in this House, to express my opinion “ upon || 
matters and things in general,’’ as has been usual || 


I availed myself of a | 
liberty which has been extended to all who asked || 
it. 

I had been accused of flying the track on the 
creed of the Democratic party; but being, as I now 
am, and presume I shall ever be, a Democrat, I 
undertook to show that | was just as good a Demo- 
crat as those who assailed my doctrine as being not 
democratic. 

In consequence of what I then said, the Union 
of this morning comes out with an editorial article 
in the following terms: 


« We invite, in this connexion, the attention of our read- | 





|| to convey by introducing this reference? T 
|| would not vote to pay the salary of the 
|| Is this right? 


| that I was opposed to paying the President 


|| lieve this. 


| without regarding what it was. 
| what was in the item which I moved to strike out, 


| the tariff of 1842.” 





I said, when what I said was not there? 
He speaks of my ‘defection at once from my | 
party and my duty,’” when his Reporter omitted 
wholly to state what I declared in my speech, viz: 
that T had never bolted a regular nomination of the | 
Democratic party, from President to constable, 
and presumed I never should. I also avowed my- 


convention for President. And I now believe that 
there is not a free tea and coffee Democrat in this 
House but what will support that nominee, come 
he from the North or the South. Can he say the 
same of those opposed to free tea and coffee? He 
speaks of my “ duty,’’ as if I and my constituents 
were not the sole judges of that. Again, he says: 

“ His remarks, as published, are stripped, either by his 
own discretion, or that of the Reporters, of a considerable 
portion of their vulgarity and abuse.”’ 

Before I addressed the House, I went to the 
reporter’s desk, told him I should defend myself, 
and asked to be reported; but every one knows 
that I was not one-tenth part reported in the Union, 
whose report, (nor that of the Intelligencer,) was 
never revised by me. He speaks of their ‘ vul- 
garity and abuse.”’ I have heard it said that old 
documents were dangerous things, but never before 
that they were “ vulgar” or ‘ abusive.’’ 

Sir I could not if I would, and certainly I would 





| order to get here. 


| mies as hard as ever I fought the 
| themselves. Designate that appeal by whatname 





not if I could, say aught against the man wh 
the head of the Government, or of the m 
his Cabinet; and I will not be misrepr 

having done so. I hold him and them; all. 

in as high regard and estimation as any oth 

erat in this country; but when the Demoera 

is in question, I maintain that I have jus 

a right to say whether new articles shall 

ted into that creed as they have. 

My remarks impeached no man’s ¢ Prete 
cial position. They impeached no ‘a political” 
character any further than was n io hee 
that the Democrats who were for free tea and eg 
were more consistent with the previous professions 
of the party, in my humble opinion, 

But the Union goes on to say, in regard. 
remarks, that, ‘‘ as they stand, they show the 


|| Stance of what he had to say in justification 
| course.” They show no such thinee 3 4 


heard me, and have read the Union's repo 


| them, know. a 


Again: ‘ Introducing his speech by ay 
‘ strike out of the civil tipprenrinaen bill t 


| ‘ provision for the compensation of the F 


‘of the United States.”” What did the editor mean 
mY ¢ : t? 
Is it fair? to give out to the wo 
ry? Sir, he never can make my constituents 


Even if I should not say one 
explanation or reply, they would na 


| clude that a man must be hard pressed for matter 
|| to injure me, when he resorts to so small a gam 


as this. The answer is easy. I went to the ; 


|, man, and asked him at what time a debate 
| this bill could arise? He told me at any time, by. 9 


making a motion to strike out. I then he 
floor, and moved to strike out all that been 
read, as every one knows is the usual custom, 


I did not know 
Men must be sadly out of capital when they grasp 


| at such straws as this. 


What does this editor say next? 


“ He proceeded to show that several members of the Ad- 
ministration had opposed a tax on tea and coffee intimeof 


| peace ; to make the foolish assertion that such atax would 


make the State of [Hinois pay more than it had 


° 
i 


This I still reiterate, and I believe that I 


| monstrate it. ee 


But this very astute editor says that I went 
‘¢to twaddle in a style of yey unusual silliness 
about taxing old women and old maids.” Inte 
ply to this, all I have to say is, that there 
more silliness in the ** twaddle’’ that our G 


ment cannot get along without resorting to 


| old women and old maids. 


But what else did I do? j 
«¢ Appeal to the narrowest and meanest forms of sectional 


prejudice.” 


I need not, I presume, tell this House that if — 


| ever there was a man who was assailed by the 


Abolitionists with unusual fierceness and fury,! 
am that man. I have fought them at home,m 
But here, I regret to say, that 

I have been compelled to fight their ul ene- 
Abolitionists 


you will, you will never hear the last of it unt 


every portion of the Union gets its deserved shar 


of the protection and privileges of this Goyern- ~ 
ment. rr 
I made no attacks either on the North or the 
South. All who heard me, know that I have been 
willing to give to gentlemen of the South all that 
claimed for myself, All know that where slat 
actually exists, I wovld not lift my hand 1 
turb, in the slightest my the constit 
rights of the South. I have fought that | 
again and again; but where freedom exists, 
ask is, thatitshallremain. You of the Sout 
to us, in relation to this whole subject of slat 
“ Hands off!’’—and you say well. 1 say to 
in your own words, in relation to all territory new 
free, “ Hands off!’’—and then I will say we 
For every craven heart that may falter from 
attacks as this, from those who have a per 
interest in the extension of slavery, and ™ 

in stifling those appeals,.millions of wron 

men will arise, like the high bird of h 

scream them through the air. Tell the p 

you please, that the Wilmot proviso has4 


‘ee 


2 
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, three million bill, and then hurl your 
s at me for telling them that it takes two- 
‘get it before this House in any other way, 
the request has thus been made and de- 
is his course, sir, if anybody’s, that fans 
Abolition, and lights that fire of in- 

in its race, after its originators, has 

1 the Democracy in so many free 
Union, because they attempted to 


je says that I “lugged into the discussion 
and harbor bill.’’ 

sre is another of the counts in this bill of in- 

t against me; intended quite as much, 

er, to kill off all the distinguished statesmen 


a 


__howe' ; ; ; 
) stand oe in the Democratic party as 
i te: 


_ S poverty—were battling against the Whigs and | 


© MT will let them speak as decidedly 


v 


. 5 wall who know my constituents know that 
"more I work for this the better shall I suit 
All these statesmen are committed as 


ol to the Jackson doctrine of harbor im- 


by a pretended stab at me. 
in” also “ the French spoliation 


fis 
_ My allusion to the French spoliation bill 


Pee 
aad 


_ But now comes another charge. 


ts as I am. But these men are to be | 


very slight, merely to show that those who | 

; lon that were as much entitled to be read out | 

@ party as those who bolted upon tea and 
eae * . 


puse, as at once an apostate from his own party.” | 


te from his 


pre: Ah! who talks of 
* An anostate !”’ 


ouch not that word, | 


Ritchie! Could you have but one prayer, | 


and could that be answered, you would pray high 


treachery stalked throughout our land. || 
time, one of my colleagues and myself—he || 


any . 
‘on the stump, as a candidate for Congress, and I 
atthe head of a public press—both of us as poor 


mass of pene! rottenness, the old Conserva- 
arty . here then was Thomas Ritchie, the 
who now sets himself up as 
es of Democracy ? W 


a 
‘uae 


very Whig newspaper—every bank presi- 
ng Thomas Ritchie. My colleague lost his 
on by five votes out of about forty thousand. 


r the next Presidency as to injure | 


He proceeded || 
himself through his hour, before the || 





of the Democrats for United States Senator. Of 
this defection in his own State and in high places, 
| Why says he not one word? 

Mr. Ritchie says further, that I “ parailed my~ 
“self through my Lover before the House”’ “ as the 
butt of the Opposition.’’ ‘Well, sir, the editor, in 
these remarks, only places me in my old posi- 
tion. Yet, it is odd. enough that while with one 
breath he reads me out of the Democratic party 
because I have been courting the Whigs and going 
over to their side, in the next breath he denounces 
me as the butt of their attacks. But his consis- 
tency is his affair, not mine. Yet what he says is 
nothing new to me when he calls me the butt of 
the Whig party. I have always been their butt; 
and so long as I speak and act straightforward in 
the tracks of the Democratic party, I always ex- 
ao to be. That charge has no terrors for me. I 

ad rather be the butt of the Whigs than the pet 
of the rottenest party that ever lived, viz: the Con- 
servatives. 

But this very courteous gentleman proceeds next 
to say: ‘‘ The opinions and denunciations of such 
|/aman, upon such a question, are if possible, of 
| less importance even than the ridiculous pretences 
upon which he endeavored to found them. The 
notice he has paid my remarks shows that he con- 
siders them of 
him for his kindness in thus attacking me, if this 
attack shall only cause my spéech to be generally 
read, so that I may be heard as well as himself. 
| There must have been something in those remarks 


| ado,” as he pretends, ‘‘ about nothing.”’ 


*¢ His speech at least explained one point very clearly. It 





|| showed fully the reasons why he has failed to acquire the 
raven to onpunee that word from the English || 


here was once a crisis in the Dem- |} 
af when men in high places faltered, || 


slightest consideration in the House.” 


ask Thomas Ritchie to show me one of his pre- 


|| decessors in the vocation of public printer and 


| 
ier, teller, stockholder, and debtor—was || to how far this treatment was merited. When 


the standard, the || 
ust ho then gave “aid || 
jomifort to the enemy?’’ Every Whig orator | 


Pmuch the Richmond Enquirer contributed | 


ds it, there is but one opinion in our State. 


cannot touch my political integrity so || 


Fas the poll-books of the past are 


mq am to be read out of the Democratic 
ami? I shall not go out, [laughter;] and 
myself as most fortunate if I shall be able 


Pr 


shall come on, if there shall be a prospect 


7 ‘Mat the loaves and fishes will be on the other side. 


impeached my standing generally, and 


per ps to such success that I could not impair || 
« tried. At any rate, I have no desire to at- || 


dempt anything of the kind. 


 Whoknow him better than I do, have expressed 


ey 


ci pion. What said John Randolph? What 
a WY 
(General Jackson, when he heard of his being 


nted editor of the Union, in his letter to Mr. | 


ir, the last letter of his life, and which now is 


in C. Rives’s speech quoting it was suppressed 
fequest, but there are copies of it. Does this 
who “deprecated General Jackson’s election 
curse 
too little of a statesman;”? who called him 
eman who could not interpret the plain 


Pression of one law,” think he can read me out 


te 


‘the party? No villifier of Andrew Jackson’s || 
acter, like him, need shake his gory locks at | 


President recommended alieutenant general. 
ished Virginians and other Southern states- 
against the proposition. But there are no 


hemas for them; for the very good reason that | 


that they know him, and were known, 
Harmless. At a late election in Virginia, a 
misned section of the Democratic party are 
at by the whole Whig force to defeat the choice 


to this country,” who said the old hero | 


Perea || was brought here for. 
or the fu- || do what Blair & Rives scorned to do, and what | 


shall || 


to manage as to keep Ritchie in when the next || 


Greater men, men | 
| 
|| Whereupon the House, on motion of Mr. Me- 


iam Duane, through his Aurora? What || KAY, resolved itself into Committee of the Whole || 





|| conductor of the Executive press who has ever 

Instead of at- | 
|| tacking and denouncing me, the best thing he can \| 
do is rather to pat me on the back and express his | 


| been: treated so badly as he has. 


| sympathy with me as a companion in tribulation; 
had treated Mr. Ritchie. I express no opinion as 


| this man undertakes to administer a flagellation to 
| 
| stronger than if he was attacking a man of the 
| South, where he is best known. But this is a 
| vain supposition. And this work is net what he 
He was brought here to 
| he is the only man of his talents in the United 
| States would consent to do. 

Mr. W. having concluded— 


| to-morrow at twelve noon. 


| tion. 
There was a second. 
ordered and the resolution was adopted. 


on the state of the Union, (Mr. Huncerrorp, of 
New York, in the chair,) and resumed the consid- 


|| eration of the bill making appropriations for the 


med tinder the corner-stone of Jackson Hall? '| civil and diplomatic expenses of the Government. 


Mr. SEVERANCE was entitled to the floor, 


ject of the Mexican war. [This speech will appear 
in the Appendix.] 


veto message of the river and harbor bil]. [A 
laugh.] The House had now before them a river 


and harbor bill, and-what he might say on this bill 


which now slept in the tomb of the Capulets, might 
have a direct bearing upon the bill upon which he 
hoped they would be called soon to act. 





Another reason he had in speaking upon it was, 
that the implication had been thrown out that 


The main question was || 801 } d 
|| ceived it not consistent wit 


| 
1 
i 





| thought he might say, without being 


rom or tram 
re as an oo ere 
in vo ‘or it. He was far from wis 
Prealdeth is sanctiona Oh, dhe cicones 
could not approve. He was, however, 


eee 


| 4 
| pletely by surprise, when ; 
Mr. Bo Y scleral’ 


Ik returned this river and 

veto message. Mr. C. proceeded to furnis 

| of the reasons for this ro - 
We had no public, authorized, mode (he said) 
of ascertaining what the opinions of the nt 
| Were, except from his stthin on 
| record as a Representative on this floor. He te- 
| ferred to the report made by Mr. Polk in the House 
_ of Representatives on the subject of internal im-' 
| provements, in which he [Mr. P.] took ‘strong 
| grounds against the system. But on] ‘into 
| that ee = words “rivers and spall a, 
| not found. was composed prince’ “EX- 
tracts from the messages of previous Pisiddenee, 
| and especially those of Andrew Jackson. ap 
| disrespect for its author, that that report of Mr. 
Polk was merely an echo of Andrew Jackson's 


| opinions on the subject of internal im 
some importance; and I shall thank || 


he Jackson party were 0 


pposed to the: 


|| internal improvements by 


/ment. But what constituted this system? He 


|| referred to the Jatitudinous coprstraction that had 


|| not everything which could, 
Granting his position, yet still those who live in | 
| glass houses should not throw stones. This House || 
has not officially expressed any opinion of me. I | 


| eral Jackson and his party were opposed, 


|| been placed upon it, and related a humorous anec- 
| unusual, or they would not have caused such || 


dote illustrative of it; but discarding so broad a 
latitude, he considered the system to which Gen- 


| d pikes, &c ‘but 
of building canals, railroads, turn » c.5" 

j ws possibility, be 
termed internal improvements. examining 


the bill vetoed by Mr. Polk, it was found not to 
be more comprehensive than bills which were 


| signed by Andrew Jackson; and General Jackson 


'| had been his (Mr. C.’s) model of a Demoerat,'a 


| Republican; and he was good enough for him,and 
had been considered good enough for the Demo- 
cratic party in Indiana. There were 


items in this vetoed bill, thirty of which re- 


|| ceived the sanction of General Jackson; and among 


and the hest thing I can do is to Seek his company, || 
| if this House shall ever treat me as badly as it || 


these thirty were included all those to which the 
strongest objections had been u before this 
House and the country. The remaining thirteen 


| had not been signed by General Jackson, because 


a citizen of Lilinois, he may perhaps feel himself | 


|| three items in the vetoed bill. 


| the circumstances of the country did notthen re~ 

quire them, and they were not presented to ‘him, 
| but would doubtless have received his sanction 
| under present circumstances. There were forty~ 
In one session Gen- 
| eral Jackson approved eighty-nine items of this 
| kind: indeed, throughout his whole Administra- 
| tion, he was most liberal on this subject; and he 


|| was the last man who believed that Andrew Jack- 
|| son would ever have approved what ‘he believed 


Mr. McKAY offered a resolution in the usual || 
|| terms, providing that all debate in Committee of | 
| the Whole on the state of the Union on the civil || 
| and diplomatic appropriation bill should terminate || 


And Mr. McKAY demanded the previous ques- 1} 





Mr. CATHCART said, as in Committee of the || 
| Whole on the state of the Union, they were per- | 
mitted to speak on every subject, he trusted it | 
|| would not be considered out of order to make a 
few remarks, which he would have preferred to | 
have delivered last session upon the President’s | 


i 
1 


| me 
|| provision of the Constitution from 


1] 


unconstitutional appropriations. 

Another reason: Mr. Polk was elected by the 
grand rally of the old Jackson party. Those who 
had separated from them in 1840 eame back to the 
| same poll in 1844. And Mr. C. had supposed 
that the man then brought into power would have 
| walked in the footsteps of his illustriows predeces- 

sor, and was much disappointed when he con- 
his views of the-Con- 
| stitution to do so. é é 

Advancing to a brief consideration of the ques- 
tion of constitutional powgr to improve 
| and rivers, Mr. C. wenid that it stood on the 
which, and 
| from which only, the power to erect light-houses, 


| buoys, beacons, &c., was derived, viz: The power 
| and addressed the committee generally on the sub- |; 


of Congress to regulate foreign and domestic.com- 
| merce; and that this power to regulate was synony- 
mous with the power to facilitate commerce, he re- 
ferred as authority to the report of Mr. Calhoun, 
on the Memphis Convention. The power of Con- 
cress over rivers and harbors was as clearly deri- 
vable from this clause of the Constitution, as the 

ower to erect light-houses, buoys, beacons, &e. 

hey stood on precisely the same ground, » The 
_ power of Congress over both must be disclaimed 
in toto, or must be admitted. And it had come 

now generally to be admitted; one-fourth 
‘of the members of the House would question it. 


| He did not wish to be misunderstoed asin faver 


of a latitudinous construction of the Constitution 
on the subject of internal improvements. Hews 
opposed to such works as were not clearly, 
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oe 


Er trom. New 
ASHMUN 


n. And be more minutely indi- 
of the constitutional question, 
to examine the expediency of 


mprovements; and in sustaining and entor- || by Messrs. McCLEAN, DROM LE, TIL- |} without amendment. 
their expediency, he referred to the great 
amount of commerce, and the great numbers of 


the lakes, in consequence of this 


neglect to provide any harbors of security, and : 
upon therivers. He believed the treasury, ifthese| Mr. STEPHEN ADAMS, by leave from the 
improvements had been provided for from it, would | Committee on Private Land Claims, reported a 
have been mote than reimbursed by the revenue | bill for the relief of James G. Carson. Read and 
from the imports which would have been received . 
in exchange for these exports lost in consequence | 
protection of their improvements. 
the charges that had frequently been 
made of the evil effects of this expenditure for in- 
ternal perenne upon the citizens of those por- 
tions of the country in which they are made; and 
of the cerruptions of executive patronage in conse- || 

- The people of the West @orned to bend 


of the knee’’ to any Executive; 


but they adh to principles, and demanded jus- || 
tice so equal aha 

He also referred to the insinuations thrown out 
» (Mr. Wick,] that the vetoed bill || 
of the last session was passed by log-rolling, and | 
himself he never had a proposition || 
made to him during the pendency of that bill from 


for the support of any sectional 


item in which he was interested. In fact, in the 
passage of that bill there had been as little combi- || 
natjon of various interests to secure its success as 
in reference to any bill ever passed in this House, || 


in the case of the tariff bill, to 


which he alluded. 

Mr. WICK (Mr. C, yielding) disclaimed any | 
intention of charging that direct offers had been 
made by gentlemen, one to another, on this floor, | 
to for this bill. He had referred to the effect | 
it any items for improvements in | 
different sections throughout the country. 

Mr. CATHCART. Well, the rule allowing you 
to vote on the different items separately, which, 
although got up for the very bill he had supported, 
was adopted prior to the passage of the bill. Surely, 
then, if that rule depended on any log-rolling, this 


eut the cord that bound us. 


He noticed and repelled the imputation of Mr. 
Wiex, that that bill proposed to create harbors where || 
God Almighty never intended they should be, and || 
was sustained in the views which he took by Mr. | 
Wenrworrs and Mr. MeCiexzanp; and between 
these several gentlemen some conversation passed || 


In conclusion, in view of the importance and 
magnitude of the commerce which was proposed | 
to be protected by the bill now before the House— || 
and which bill did not involve more than half a | 
million of dollars, both for coast, lake, and river || 
improvements—he expressed the hope that it would | 
receive their favorable consideration and action. 
If it were not passed, the people of his section of 
the country would be ready to exclaim that they || 


ise and pound foolish.’’ 


having concluded, 
Mr. ROBERTS obtained the floor, but yielded | 


Mr. SAWYER, who indicated his intention, at 
the proper time, to offer an amendment striking 
out the items for the purchase of books for the 
Congress Library, $5,000,” an¢ “+ for the purchase 
of law books for said library, $1,000.”’ 

Some explanations followed on the part of || 
Messrs. SAWYER, THURMAN, and BROD- | 
HEAD; and some conversation on a point of order 
raised by Mr. DROMGOOLE. 

Mr. L. MARTIN also gave notice of his 
intention to offer an amendment. 

Mr. ROBERTS, of Mississippi, then addressed | 
the committee in some remarks, relating, for the 
most part, to the Wilmot proviso. He expressed 
his regret that it should have been forced upon the | 
icular time; a time when, of all 
others, he said, there should be union, not only in 
dave er ic party, ao both sides of the 

ya country. And, in 
that nothi ch 


had to say might be misap- 
York, and had committed his re- 
N followed in a general speech on 


of the war, its origin, objects, and con- | Committee on Private Land Glaims. 


= ST Sey ee ee a 








followed the example of a mem- | 


oe 
ae hie 


a * a oot 
oat or a 





[The speech of Mr. Asumun, and the Lands, to which had been referred the bi 
who a preiee him, when written out, will be pub- |! the House to provide for the final settle; 
lished in the Appendix.} accounts of John Spencer, late receiver of yy 


The debate was continued to a late hour, |} money at Fort Wayne, Indiana, reported | 


DEN, McILVAINE, D. P. KING, RATHBUN, || Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from th 
|| and RIPLEY. || mittee of Claims, reported a joint resoluti 
| Mr. ROOT then obtained the floor, and the com- || the benefit of John Devlin; which was read 
|| mittee rose and reported time. : 

howd : wes from oe committee, repo a 
a bill for the relief of Pearson Co: wt i 
was read a first time. - which 
‘ Mr. ASHLEY submitted the followin 
Mr. THOMASSON, by leave from the Commit- | tion, which was considered by unanimous comme 

= 
| 


+. 
| 


|| committed. 


\| tee on the Post Office and Post Roads, reported || and agreed to: 

'| a bill to provide for establishing a post road from Resolved, That the Committee on the Post Off. 

| the Potomac river, opposite the District of Colum- || and Post Roads, be instructed to inquire into 

_ bia, to the Columbia river, in Oregon Territory. expediency of establishing post-routes from 

| Read and committed. . tington’s, in Hot Spring county, to Dallas, in Polk” 

|_ Mr. RATHBUN, from the Committee on the || county, via Mount Ida and Caddo Coy 

Judiciary, reported a bill to establish a district || from Salem, in Fulton county, Arkansas, to Rocl 

| court at Chicago, Illinois. bridge, Missouri, via Benjamin Hawkins’s, on 

Read twice, and committed. || Bennett’s Bayou. 

And then, at a little before eight o’clock, the | On motion by Mr. FAIRFIELD, the bill ; 

| House adjourned. || viding for the building and equipment of fournaval 
| steamships was taken ups P aot ned, aad made 

IN SENATE. ~ special order for Wednesday next, at one 

| o’cloc 


Be F wets A were 5s ae j y Mc ASIMMONS moved to reconsider tae ‘enbs 
eJournal of yesterday wasread and approved. || hy which the question on ordering the bill for the 
The VICE PRESIDENT laid before the Senate || relief of the several rsons therein named to be © as 
| the credentials of the Hon. Prestiey Sprvuance, | engrossed for a third reading was, on yesterda) 
(Whig,) elected a Senator of the United States, by || decided in the negative. % 
the Legislature of the State of Delaware, for the | Mr, SIMMONS said, he thought that he could 
| term of six years from and after the fourth day of | satisfy the Senate of the entire justice of this bi 
March, A. D. 1847. _ || which had reference to treasury notes which 
_ Mr. BADGER presented the credentials of his || been stolen from the post office, the bill having ° 
| colleague, the Hon. Witute P. Maneum, elected |! been reported from the Committee on the Post 
a Senator of the United States, by the Legislature || Office and Post Roads. He did not desire to take 
of the State of North Carolina, for the term of six || up the time of the Senate now, but vould content 
years, from and after the fourth day of ata; | himself with having his motion recorded on the 





A. D. 1847. Hh i: | Journal. 
Mr. BREESE presented the petition of citizens || The motion was entered upon the Journal. 
|, of Washington, praying that the bill to amend the || INDIAN APPROPRIATION BILL. 


charter of said city, which passed the House of || 
Representatives, may become a law; which was || 4 
aimee to the Gantione for the District of Co- |, Wee postponed, and the Senate resumed the ¢on- 
Leuniehes sideration, as in committee of the whole, of the ill 
On motion by Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, | ftom the House making appropriations for the: 
the Committee on Pensions was discharged from || ™" and D tor Aihtling cranks of the Indian de 
| the further consideration of the documents relating || ™ent» and for fulfilling treaty stipulations wi 
‘to the claim of Sarah E. Graham, and it was refer- || Y8™10US Indian tribes for the year ending Jun 
red to the Committee on Naval Affairs. 1848. i di 7 f 
|| Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, from the Com- || The question pending was upon agreeing | 
|| mittee of Claims, reported a bill for the relief of || amendment submitted yesterday by Mr. 


: . “+. || COTT. 
Frederick Dawson, James Schott, and E. D. Whit | Mr. YULEE stated, that not having been 2 


On motion by Mr. SPEIGHT, the prior orders 





| ney, creditors of the late republic of Texas. ; ; S 2 
Y run ert SIL ent when his colleague submitted his amend 5 
c and as that Senator was not now in his seat, 


Mr. DIX, from the Committee on Military Af- |) would be glad that the amendment might be con- 
| fairs, to which had been referred the amendments || sidered as withdrawn. He was not prepared to 


- a House ap oy ane of the a to || explain its object, not being acquainted with his 
| the bill to raise, for a limited time, an additional 1} colleague’s reasons for submitting it. 


military force, and for other purposes, made a re-|/ The proposition being out of order, the amend- 
port, accompanied by the following resolution: || ment was negatived. z 


Resolved, That the Senate disagree to the amend- || yy. SPEIGHT moved the following amend- 
ments of the House to their third, fourth, fifth, | ments, which were agreed to: 
| sixth, and seventh amendments to the said bill, | sali de cl ef tie Gant dala 


For fulfilling the treaty with the Winnebagoes, viz: 


| and insist on their first amendment ta the said bill | 
|| disagreed to by the House of Representatives, and || To enable them to comply with their preset ee 


|| ask a conference on the disagreeing votes of the two || ae reais Sr eate rise os ioe, 
| ne m tober, 


|| Houses. 
i] : | $40,000. 
|| ‘The report having been agreed to, ||” For expenses of removal, same article and treaty, $20,000. 
It was ordered that the Chair appoint acom- || For expenses of subsisting them for one year remo- 
mittee on the part of the Senate. | val, same article and treaty, #20,000. 


The VICE PRESIDENT accordingly appoint- | ous up and fencing land, same article and trealy, 
ed Mr. Drx, Mr. Critrenpen, and Mr. Cass, as For establishing manual labor schools, &¢., same article 


the Committee on the part of the Senate. - ee re rics and eel 
or erection of mills, same article an , ee 
MILITARY ACADEMY. _ || For interest on $85,000, at 5 per centum, same } t 
Mr. SPEIGHT, from the Committee on Fi- || treaty, $4,250. ea YQ 


| 


| nance, to which had been referred the bill from the || _T® make good the interest on investments in State 

| : ae and bond various Indian tribes not yet by 
i} een ne appropriations for the support of || Gentes, to be velaliained out of the interest 7. 
|! e Military Academy for the year ending 30th || 919,534 09. 
| 





June, 1848, reported the same with an amend- |) cosmo oud ys imeomne atevenmenniat 
|| ment, making an appropriation of $27,000 for bar- || 2%¢ Donds for the Wnickasaw ss by 
'} , ? terest 
|| racks for cadets, $2,000 for expenses of a board of | ns, hanes 96" reimbursed out of the in Bs 


For the reappropriation of this sum, (carried to the sur 
| plus fund,) stipulated to be paid to the Chippewas, UME 


| visiters, and $8,000 for contingent expenses. 
| was, and Potawattomies, in consideration of a et 


PRIVATE BILLS. 





Mr. JOHNSON, of Louisiana, (on leave,) in- || poundary of the country ceded to the said tribes at thetr 
troduced a bill confirming a ¢laim of the heirs and || of Chicago, concinded on the 25th and 27th days of Be 


representatives of Pierre Dufresne to a tract | nen 1833, per suppleness, article of said treat] 
‘ i read twi ‘or the reappropriation of this sum, (carried to 

of land; which wes twice, and referred to the fand,) to omer eee certain Cherokee 

| provements abandoned under the treaty of 6th 


|” Mr. BREESE, from the Committee on Public |! 9343 60. 
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GBY said that he had yesterday received 
ion from the Indian bureau, t- 
tain amendments, in conformity with ac- 
ying estimates. He had submitted these 
nents to the Committee of Finance, and he 
sked the chairman of that committee if these 
yendm are included? | 
r. SPEIGHT. They are all included. 

e bill was then reported to the Senate; and 
question being on concurring in the amend- | 


ir. SPEIGHT asked the amendment adopted 
motion of Mr. Janwacrn, inthe following words, 


yexcepted and acted on separately: 


interest upon $60,000, borrowed by the Cherokee 
L in Washington city,in the month of August last 
have been advanced to them by the United 
under the treaty of 1846 with the Cherokee nation, | 
or so much thereof as may be needed.” 


_ The question was then taken on the other amend- | 
qnents, and they were concurred in. 
The question recurring on the amendment of 
Mr. Jarwacin— 
Mr. SPEIGHT stated his reasons for opposing 


a 


LIO 


: @ 





the department showing that any appropriation 
was necessary for the object in ‘uti: The || 
Government was at all times ready to perform its | 
featy stipulations. He wished this amendment | 
to be referred to the Committee on Indian Affairs | 
for examination before it was adopted by the Sen- || 
ate, It was now submitted on the sole responsi- || 
of the Senator from Tennessee. | 
“Mr. JARNAGIN restated what he had before || 
suid in favor of the amendment. The appropria- || 
tion for the Cherokees had failed last session for | 
int of the signature of the Speaker, and the dele- | 
ition was left without the means to fulfil its en- | 


gements. He had been applied to by members of || 
tion to obtain means for them; and for 


| 
| 
| 
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‘Mijournment, and saw the Secretary of War on the 
The matter was then spoken of, and it | 
was ted that an arrangement might be made | 
_ with Messrs. Corcoran & Riggs. 
reed, that er member of the delegation should 
give his note; which notes were endorsed by the 
_Becreta: of War. Interest had become due on 
Mesenotes. It had accrued in consequence of the | 

lure of the United States to advance the money 
Wy were bound to Y 
bation now was, whether the Indians were to be | 
mpelied to pay this interest? We had had the | 
oney belonging to the Indians in our hands from | 
the to this; and on every principle of common | 
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y we are bound to pay this interest. 
i t had accrued was no fault of the In- | 
_ We had used the money, and were bound | 
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| 


this amendment. There had been no report from || 
e dep | sent to the House of Representatives. 


motion having been agreed to— 


se he remained here some days after the | 


It was then} 


y by the treaty. And the || 


That || 


ernment, it will be time enough to consider the 
matter. When the Indians are charged with it, 
we can disch them. 

The question was then taken on concurring in 
this amendment, and was decided in the negative. 

Mr. JARNAGIN then offered the following 
amendment, which had been offered by him in 
committee of the whole yesterday, and disagreed 
to; which was decided in the negative: 

«To Walter 8. Adair, $450; to Thomas F. Taylor, #450; 


and to William L. Holt, #800; to defray their expenses in 
visiting Washington city, last winter, in an honorable effort 


|| to reconcile the different parties in the Cherokee nation.” 


| 


| 


Mr. BAGBY moved to amend the bill by addin 
at the end of it an appropriation of six thousan 
dollars, to pay the salaries of the commissioners 
under the Cherokee treaty of 1835-’6. 

On this proposition there was a brief discussion, 
| in which Messrs. R. JOHNSON, JARNAGIN, 
| BAGBY, EVANS, and WESTCOTT, said a few | 
| words; when the question was taken, and the | 
| amendment was disagreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be read a third | 
time, after the engrossment of the amendments, | 
and having been read a third time, was passed and || 


| 





| 
| 


THREE MILLION BILL. 

Mr. SEVIER moved to proceed to the consider- 
ation of the special order, being the bill making 
further appropriation to bring the war with Mexi- 
co to a speedy and honorable conclusion; which 


| 
| 
Mr. BERRIEN said he had come to the Senate || 
yesterday in the expectation that it might, but in 
the hope that it would not, be necessary for him 
to engage in the discussion of this measure at that 
time. Circumstances beyond his control had de- 
prived him of the opportunity of making some 
references which he desired to make; and he was 
also suffering from indisposition, which would have 
rendered it exceedingly inconvenient for him to 
| have been obliged to proceed with the remarks 
which he proposed to make in reference to this bill 
at that time. He was unwilling, however, from 
any mere personal considerations, to ask for a 
perpaneceey of the bill; for he was admonished 

y the urgency exhibited by the honorable Sena- | 

tor from Arkansas, who, as chairman of the Com- | 
| mittee on Foreign Relations, had charge of the bill, || 
1] 
| 


| 
i| 


| 
| 
| 

| 
} 


| 





| what would be the fate of such an appeal so far as 
depended on him. He was unwilling, by any ac- 
tion of his, to subject to discussion a question of 
personal courtesy to himself, with the knowledge 
that any one Senator would be opposed to its al- 

lowance. His friends around him thought differ- | 
ently, however, and he acquiesced in their decision. || 
He had to thank them for the feeling which prompt- || 
| ed them to propose the postponement, and he beg- |/ 


i] 
| 

i] 
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| 
| 





‘ice wy the interest. 
rt. HUNTINGTON considered that there | 


Ff dae reasons why this amendment should 
F ‘Rotbeadopted. The treaty made no provision for | 
7 the payment of this fifty thousand dollars; and the 
| * from Tennessee proposed to pay interest 
money paid without the authority of the treaty. 
t objected to this because there was no statement 
of this kind from the Depz.rtment, or from any 

ble officer of the Government. : 
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|| received. 


We were || 


ged also to offer to the Senate his acknowledgments ‘| 
for the manner in which the proposition had been | 


I now turn (said Mr. B.) to the consideration 
of this bill. Sir, the bill which is before you pro- 
| poses an appropriation of $3,000,000, or rather not 
exceeding $3,000,000, for the purpose of defraying 
any extraordinary expenses which may be incur- 
fod in bringing the existing war with Mexico toa 
speedy and honorable conclusion. Now, sir, with 


it 





in the habit of appropriating money in the ab- | 
of such communications. Again, he knew 
80 instance in which the Government had paid | 


























» It was a new principle which was assumed, 
it was contended that the Indians might bor- 
Money on their own authority, and require the 
hited States to pay the interest. He was not pre- 
wedtodothis It was not the practice of the Gov- 
ment, although there might have been cases in 
; mit was done. But there was not the slightest 
__Bfound for it in this case. The Government ought 
_ ‘Motto adopt a rule under which money should be 
thout a authority. 
Mr. JARNAGIN briefly replied. 
Mr- EVANS did not see how this question could | 
ayearisen. It was surely time enough to provide | 
the payment of interest when it was demanded. | 
é of War had not asked for this in- | 
t; the Indians had not; and Messrs. Corcoran 
ges had not. When, then, was this appro- | 
im asked for? The Indians went to the Sec- 
fof War, the Secretary went to one of the 
ment depositories = got the money. 
retary goes to a depository, and finds 
demand fie talirent vende ogaisint the Gov- 
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on appropriations which had not become a || 


a view of bringing this war to a speedy and hon- 
| orable conclusion, we have already authorized the 
President of the United States to raise an army of | 
upwards of seventy thousand men; and, in addi- |, 
tion to the ordinary revenue of the Government, || 
we have placed at his disposal twenty-eight mil- || 
| lions of money; and now it is asked that we shall |! 
make an appropriation of three millions of dollars 
| for the purpose specified in this bill, to be applied || 

under the sole discretion and control of the Presi- i} 
dent; and we are asked, with an apparent confi- || 
dence that the request will be complied with, to || 
let this bill pass without debate or discussion, re- | 
serving for some other occasion the examination | 
of those interesting questions which present them- | 
selves to the mind of every Senator at the moment | 
when this proposition ismade. For myself, I cer- 
tainly cannot consent; the feelings, the wishes, the | 
just expectations of the American people, combine 
to forbid it.’ They desire to know—they have a || 
right to know, as far as we are informed—what is 
their condition in relation to this foreign Power | 
with which we are at war. They have a right to | 
know, as far as we have the means of informing | 
them, what expectation they may entertain of a | 
‘ termination of the conflict in which they have been 
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} 
"with the honor of the American nation. 1 believe 
|| that it may be terminated by a course whieh shall 
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so unexpectedly involved. 


ou were suddenly roused 
ostilities had commenced be! 


been brought about by mili movements nade 
in consequence of orders e pris 1g from the 
mander-in-chief of the American army. It 


first moment of excitement, produced chee, i 
m ; 


ligence that hostilities had been com 
gress noes ised the existence of the war, and 
provision for its vigorous ution. 

mand that was wate by the President, wide 
tary exception, has been acquiesced in, He 
been furnished with the means which he has 
deemed necessary for the prosecution of this war, 
and our gallant army has nobly sustained the honor 
of the American name. Wherever our standard 
has been unfuyled—wherever the stars and the 
stripes which emblazon it. have been given to the 
breeze—the honor of the American name has been 


~ 


vindicated. That army is now in the heart of 
Mexico; it has, in the phraseology of the day, 
a mantle. If 


covered itself with glory as with ‘ 
military fame of our army were a thing of which 


|| we were not before certain, they have won it for 


themselves. They have triumphed over superior 
numbers, and Mexico stands now beaten, stric 


down by an army inferior in numbers, in 
the heart of her own territory. If it be this gl 
of which we are in search, we have won it, e 
are in the heart of Mexico with forces which she 
shuns to meet. 

But what have we done? How, by the advance 


of the army, have we advanced the interests of the 
country? How have we advanced that honor of 
the possession of which we were not certain, but 
for which the war was entered upon? Who, that 
witnesses the actual posture of our affairs, is able 
to tell how much nearer we are to the termination 


| of this war than when we entered it? Sir, I he- 


lieve that this war may be terminated. TI believe 
that it may be terminated by a course consistent 


not only consist with our interest, but which shall 
place us in that elevated position which, as the 
frst free nation of the world, we ought to ek 
in the eyes of the civilized world. T have 

how much honor shall we have attained at the termi- 
nation of this war by all the victories we have won? 


Who does not know that the effect of our 


| operations has been to unite and to animate a dis- 


tracted people; and that at this moment a - 
nation for resistance on the part of Mexico is more 
fixed, more resolute, than at any former moment? 
On what was that determination founded? Whence 
did it originate? It was, in his opinion, the deter- 
mination of despair. It was the result of that des- 
peration to which the Mexican Government were 
reduced by their belief of the exorbitance of our 
demands. He would take from them this motive 
to resist; he would take it from them, not by a re- 
newal of overtures of peace which they had disre- 
garded, but he would take it from them by a dee- 
laration of the opinion and feelings of the American 
Congress as to the purpose for which this war was 
prosecuted, and as to the terms upon whieh it 
might be terminated. It was with a view to this 
object that he had suggested to the Senate the 
amendment of which he gave notice the other day. 

The question on his motion might be stated now, 
or at the close of his remarks, whieh ~ 
to submit, at the pleasure of the Chair. He would 
await its direction, either to pause or to proceed. 

Mr. CASS said, if this was the proper moment, 
he would inform the honorable Senator from Geor- 
gia that he had an amendment to submit. 

Mr. BERRIEN remarked, that the Senator could 
have it read and printed. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER inquired if the 
Senator from Georgia desired to have the amend- 
ment read. 


Mr. BERRIEN... Certainly. 


The Secrerary then read the amendment of 
Mr. Cass, as follows: 


Strike out all after the word “provided,” and insert: 
‘‘ And it is hereby declared to be the true intent and mean- 
ing of Congress, in making this appropriation, that, as by the 
act of the republic of Mexico, a state of war exists between 
that Government ad the United States, ; 
declaration made by this Con on the day of 
last, therefore the interest and honor of this country 
that the said war be vigorously prosecuted to a 












ther declared, that the nature and extent of 

‘tion of the SRircses on she gneotion af taiitaaicn.” ses 

_ Mr. BAGBY hoped both amendments would be |, 
» that the Senate might have them before it. 

- The Secretary read Mr. Berrten’s amendment, 










as follows: 
Provided, always, And it is hereby declared to be the true 
meaning of Congress in making this appropria- 

that the war with Mexico ought not to be prosecuted 
this Government witli any view to the dismemberment 
‘republic, or to the wisition by conquest of any 
of her terri ; that this Government ever desires 
to maintain and preserve peaceful and friendly relations with 
nations, and particularly with the neighboring republic 
Mexico, will always be ready to enter into negotiations, 
with a view to terminate the present unhappy conflict on 
terms which shall secure the just rights and preserve invio- 
late the national honor of the United States and of Mexico; 
that it is especially desirable, in order to maintain and pre- 
serve those aynicable relations which ought always to exist || 
between neighboring republics, that the boundary of we |! 
State of ‘Texas should be definitively settied, and that pro- || 
vision be made by the republic of Mexico for the prompt and || 
— of the just claims of our citizens on that || 
: 


Mr. BERRIEN said he wished to ask if the 
amendment of the Senator from Michigan was of- 
fered as a substitute. 

Mr. CASS said he should offer it as a substitute || 
at the proper time. 

Mr. BERRIEN continued. The amendment 
which he had proposed and the substitute which 
the Senator from Michigan had notified them he 
should offer, opened the whole question. He de- |) 
sired to say at the outset, in order to avoid any 
misapprehension, that he was prepared to sustain 
the Government in the vigorous prosecution of this 
war, by voting all needful supplies of men and || 
meey to bring it to a successful result. 


The PRESI 


(DING OFFICER. Will the Sen- 
ator pause a moment? 

Mr. Beraten yielded the floor, and 

Mr. J. #<. Walker delivered to the Senate a mes- 
mee in writing from the President of the United 


tes. 

Mr. BERRIEN resumed. He was in the act of 
saying to the Senate, that to avoid any misappre- 
hension of the remarks he was about to submit to 
the Senate to-day, and the course he designed to 
pursue, he was ready to sustain the Executive de- 
partment in a vigorous prosecution of this war, by 
voting all needful supplies of men and money—all 
such supplies as were necessary to bring it toa 
successful result, if Mexico, madly regardless of 
her own interests and the interests of humanity, 
should refuse to terminate this controversy upon 
terms which may consist with her honor and the 
honor of the United States. This principle had 
regulated his personal conduct from the commence- 
ment of this war. He had voted all the supplies 
which had been required by the President of the || 
United States, which had received the sanction of | 
their committees, with the single exception of the | 
act of 13th May, 1846, upon which he did not vote. 
And hedid not vote for that bill because it required || 
him to affirm what he did not believe to be true. 
But it proposed to provide for reinforcing and 
stre ning our army, then on the confines of 
Mexico, and apparently in danger from what 
seemed to be an overwhelming superiority of || 
numbers. He did not, indeed, share the appre- 
hensions felt for the fate of that army, for he had 
an abiding confidence in the skill and gallantry of | 
its leaders, the bravery and discipline of our sol- | 
diers, and the patriotism of both. He cherished, || 
moreover, a grateful recollection of the story of | 
San Jacinto, and he had formed his own estimate 
of the Mexican army under the guidance of its | 
most distinguished chieftain. 

But it was proposed to strengthen and reinforce | 
thatarmy, and to deliver it from the unequal con- | 
flict to which it might be subjected; and though | 
that relief might not reach the army before its fate | 
should be decided—so far as a single battle might || 
decide it—he was willing to vote to strengthen and | 
reinforce it at the earliest moment, had that proviso || 
not been connected with the bill. 

He entertained then as he entertained now, the be- 
lief, the conviction, that we had been unnecessaril 


ere in an sere. He believed it || 
been t about by military movements on 
vs Some ithad been fo | 





ur upon the Mex- 
ican Government. ‘He was convinced that the mili- 


area nena ae 





| told that the order of January, 1846, was issued 


| co, in her refusal to receive our minister, and in | 
| her menaces of hostilities. 


| He would refer to an order which emanated from | 
| the War Department on the 9th of June, 1845, and | 
| reiterated, with a single modification, in July. By | 
| this he would show that this army was not merely || 


| was the Rio Grande, which Mexico claimed to be | 
| beyond her boundary. In the order issued in July, 


| preceding order of June had announced that the 


| Grande without qualification; in the order which 
followed, the commander of the American army || 


| enemy were not to be interrupted. Now it seemed 


| American army to the Rio Grande from Coypus 
| Christi, in pursuance of the destination which had | 
been confidentially announced to the commander of || 


| villages, should we have waited for her to apply the 


| sidered that Great Britain had committed against | 
And if that would have been the || 

universal feeling of the American people, shall we || 
| deny to Mexico, because she is our enemy, a par- 


selves by pledges given. by the act of the 13th of 
y pie & y 


Sees 


tary order which was given by our m / com- 
mander-in-chief, anterior to the march of our army 
from Corpus Christi to the Rio Grande, was the real 
source and practical origin of this war. Though 


r 
| he had since seen it stated in official documents, |} The recommendations a ake 


that it grew out of the indignities inflicted by Mexi- 
co upon our citizens, and her determination to in- 
vade with a view to in dominion over Texas, 
he would call the attention of the Senate to the fact, 
that as early as the preceding month of June—the 
15th day of June, 1845—by an order emanating 
from the War Department, addressed to Geueral 
Taylor, and marked ‘‘ confidential,” but which 
was subsequently communicated to the Senate, it 
was distinctly announced that he was ordered to 
take up his line of march from his encampment, 


| with the view of protecting Texas, not then one ef |, 


the States of this Union; it was then distinctly an- 
nounced to him that his ultimate destination was 
the Rio Grande or its vicinity. And yet they were | 


under the pressure of indignities offered by Mexi- | 


these allegations the foundation on which they rest. 





designed for the protection of Texas, which would | 
have been secured by the possession of Corpus | 


| Christi, but it was announced that its destination | 


| 
1845, this order was so far modified as this: the 


ultimate destination of the army was the Rio | 


was told that Mexico had certain posts east of the 
Rio Grande which she had occupied, and that in 
the advance of our army to the Rio Grande, which | 
was its ultimate destination, these forces of the | 
to him, with these documents before them, that the | 
war in which we are now involved, is therefore a 
war resulting from the order which was given by | 
the President of the United States to advance the 





the American army as early as the preceding June; | 
that the advance of the army to the Rio Grande, | 
the erection of a fort pointing her cannon upon the | 
town of Matamoros, was an indication ef hostile | 
intent—no, not of hostility of intent, but an act of | 


hostility, which was the real origin and the com- || 


mencement of this war. He would put the ques- | 


| tiun to every American Senator—he would put the | 


question to the American people, whether they | 
would not have considered such a movement on | 
the part of Mexico, or any other nation on earth, | 
as an act of hostility tous. If Great Britain, du- | 
ring the existence of the northeastern boundary | 


pane territory, and erected forts and planted 
cannon there, and pointed them on the contiguous | 


match to those cannon before we should have con- 


us an act of war? 


ticipation in the common feelings of our nature ? 

his was the view he had entertained of the | 
origin of the war. But it exists, It has been re- 
cognised by Congress. They had bound them- 


May, 1846, vigorously to prosecute it to a success- 
ful result. He was willing to participate in the 
common lot; and so far as depended on him, to 


perform that portion of the duty which might de- || 
volve on him in the redemption of that pledge. || 


He was willing, therefore, he repeated, to vote the 
men and money which might be necessary for the 


prosecution of this war, or the termination of it by || 


negotiation in an honorable peace, by such means 
as Senators might devise. 





|| been here and elsewhere advanced on this 


He would take from |) 


|| of the purposes to which it was to be i 
|| without looking to this contest with Mexico, they 





|| communication, and they were told that if it-were 
i 


it 


|| and determining the manner in which it 


uestion, had advanced her military forces to the || 





But when he thus avowed his determination to 
strengthen the arm of the commander-in-chief of 
our army and navy in this war with Mexico, did 
he mean to yield his judgment unreservedly to the 
President’s biddings? 
State of Georgia, had he a right to yield without 


As a Senator from the |) 
























































reflection, without examination, without de 
the demands of the Executive for the 
of this war, although he held himself. ae 
hen his arm by all and lawful meang 
: : f the Executive in. the 
rosecution of this war differ in no particulary 
in the ititensity of the interest which it might ex 
from any recommendation which, in the di 
of his official duty, he may make to the 
of the United States. He was not versed in 
tary matters. He was not competent to jy 
| without being furnished with the meane:te 
| judgment, what would be most conducive to 
| successful termination of thiswar. He was will 
| therefore, to receive information from all a 
| sources, and to defer his opinion when his jude: 
ment was convinced. But the doctrine which 





| was to him more startling than a thousand wars 
with Mexico, or even with the most powerful 
| nation under heaven. That doctrine was, that 
| the power of Congress over the ject was ex- 
| hausted in the act of declaring war, except as it 
might be necessary for them to furnish the means 
| for its prosecution by the Executive . 
| The President of the United States: wanted a loan 
| for the purpose of carying on the war; his Seere- 
| tary of finance expressed his wish a ingly, 
| and his belief that that loan might be p on 
_the terms proposed; and they were deliberately 
| told that that was all they had to ask, 
| ‘The President wanted the loan—his. Seer 
| thought he could get it; and, without consideration 


had nothing more to do than to vote it.. So the 
President wants an addition to his military foree, 
and his War Secretary, as was his province, join 
| ed in the recommendation; and, according to this 
| modern doctrine, Congress must give all easel 
| requested. And now the President desires to have 
| three millions of dollars appropriated, as secret. 
| service money: he announces this wish by his 


granted, the purpose which it proposes will be ac- 
| complished, and, a multo fortiori, we must yield to 
| his demands. 

If this doctrine.was true, a state of war over- 
turns the Constitution of the United States, 
be true that the power of Congress was ex 
by the act of declaring war; if it were true, 
responsibility of conducting or prosecuting they 







| conducted, and the purposes for the 


| ment of which it should be prosecuted, exclusively 
| devolved on the President, then he agreed 
conclusion deduced from it was true also, Mf 
responsibility be less, the power to discharge tha 
responsibility must be his exclusively. 


of the 


that the 
If 


But if it be ttue, what is the character 
| Government under which we live? Itd 
into a military republic, the moment a dee 
| of war is made, with a military dictator at us 
But that doctrine, in his judgment, resulted 
an utter misconstruction of the Constitutions, 
| he hoped the Senate,would not feel that a few mo- 
ments were lost, if they were spent in endeavoring 
| to put a great constitutional principle, which was 
dear to us as freemen, on the basis on W 
and justice and reason, ought to place it, 
The war power, the framers of the Constituton 
have placed in the Congress of the United States. 
| It was placed there, not only for the perpeonal 
| determining the causes which shall in uce its ims 
ception, but for the purpose of superintend 
| prosecution, and from time to time determinh 
| object which, by the use of the public force, 
| be sought to be accomplished. - Let us 
‘this question for a moment, ascending above al 
atmosphere in which mere party dwells. } the 
Constitution of the United States, all the ” 
power which is granted by that instrument is grant- 
ed to Congress. The power to declare war ig not 







| 





a legislative power, and therefore it is the subje® =~ 
j ath; 


of a special grant. ’ 
| It was not a legislative power, because In G88 
| cratic governments it belongs to the peoples #l 

in monarchies, to the sovereign. It was nob 

cognised as a legislative power of Congress, 
| therefore was the subject of a specific grant. — 

Executive power, in like manner, was 
the President of the United States. — 4 
power to command the army of the United Stat 
t included in that grant, and oe. 








| 
| was no 





he 
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Bas 
cutive har ov" a power, it 
¢ subject of a specific grant. wer to 
was specifically given to Congress, 
cally the President was made the com- 
ler-in-chief of the army and navy. Now, as 
sgny laws they might in the exercise of 
uv civil and municipal jurisdiction, the Presi- 
‘the United States stands tc them in pre- 
ely the same relation as he does when in the 
sarcise of the war power, they pass an act de- 
sine war. He was in each case the officer in- 
sted by the 
slaws which are enacted by Congress. In each 
' performs the public will as that will has 
A ed by the Congress of the United 
des, with no other responsibility than that which 
ve on eve 


; under the authority of Congress which 

it. As commander-in-chief of the army 

and of the United States, he carries into exe- 

gition the act declaring war against foreign Pow- 
es, 


5 extent of powers. 


; se, Which he is called upon to exe- 


gute. He could make it perfectly obvious to the || 
Sai of an 


— by the consideration of a single 


the President of the United States, in the 

of his veto power, should call into action 
moapower of the legislative department. 

this was a case which would proba- 

Wy very rarely happen; but it might happen, and 
an argument might be founded upon it. 
, Supposing an act of Congress declaring 


ld fail to receive the Executive approba- | 


on. And suppose it should be passed by the 


constitutional majority: the Président | 
United States would in that case, unques- | 


tionably not be acting according to his own will, 


for the accomplishment of his own purpose. | 
gainst his own will, in | 


Way, he would be acting a 
ition to his own decided conviction, and in 


‘gbedience to the mandate of that superior legisla- | 
_ tive authority created by the Constitution, or | 
hich, under the special del- | 
to declare war, had the right to control | 


wather of that power, w 


» under these circumstances, Mr. B. pro- 

i to Senators the question, would the respon- 

y of the President be less than it was now? 

he be less bound than he is now to carry 

\ jon the purposes of Congress? If not, 
‘Most assuredly the proposition which he had 
was true. If the mere act of declaring war 

didnot upturn the Constitution; if it did not create 
@military dictator; if it left in their full and undis- 
operation those principles of free govern- 


ment which it was the object of the framers of the 


_ Constitution to establish,—then the proposition 
which helstated at the outset was true. The power 


jare war—the power to prosecute the war— || 


wer to conduct a war, belongs, and belongs 
clusively, to Congress. -It had the right, from 
imé totime, as in their judgment occasion might 
re, to specify the objects, the motives, the 
bles, on which it is to be conducted; and 

bre it was that he presumed, when an appli- 
was made to Congress for an appropriation 

er of men or of money, to carry on a war with 


8 of the National Legislature—and not only the 
ty but it was their duty—to exercise their judg- 
as to thegpropriety of the application made 


y would look back a few years in the his- 
his Government, they would find abundant 
te that such was the understanding of the 
nm who have preceded us. We have 
ugh one war of upwards of three years’ dura- 
; With the most powerfal nation in the world; 


h support of the proposition for which he con- | 


the power to direct the operations 
Government in war belonged to Singenh. 
to the commander-in-chief of the army and 


- 


the United States—and he would call the’ 


‘of the Senate to the fact, that during the 


Pan 
Pe b -years’ war with Great Britain, Congress 


far from being willing to leave the conduct 
exclusively to the President—they were 
m being willing to cast on him exclusively 


Bt 


Constitution with the execution of | 


officer charged with the per- | 
of a public duty. As the President of | 
ted States, he executes a law of the United | 


isely in the same relation and with the | 
In each case it is the | 
public will as declared by Congress—not his will, | 


appees Congress should declare war. | 
re 


Paes 


ae) . 
KOA | 


the of conducting that ' 
were so far from being willing to shift from them- 
selves the bey + which the Constitution 
imposed on them, that by referring to the statute 
book it would be found that from the commence- 
ment to the conclusion of the war, Congress never 
adjourned without providing for its reassembling, 
and that at shorter periods than was contemplated 
by the Constitution. That was a speaking indi- 


riod on that point, and it would be his apology for 
referring more particularly to the meetings of Con- 
gress between the declaration of war in 1812, and 
the treaty. of peace of 1815. The first session of 
the twelfth Congress commenced on Monday, No- 
vember 7, 1811, conformably i 
of the President of the United States of the 24th 
July, 1811. 


templation of the Constitution, would not com- 





act of the 6th of July, it was provided that the next 
meeting of Congress should be on the first Monday 
in November. Congress met on the first Monday 





journed on the 3d of March, 1813. The »<xtday 
|| of meeting, as fixed by the Constitution, was in 
December, but Congress again provided for an 
| earlier meeting. By an act of the 27th February, 
|| 1813, it was provided that Congress should agaur 
|| meet on the fourth Monday in May next. 

|| that Congress should be reassembled in May. 
|| That session ended on the 2d of August, 1813. By 
|| an act which was passed, it was provided that the 
|| next session should commence on the first Monday 
|| in December, 1813. That session ended April 18, 
1814. The next.session would have been in De- 
cember, but Congress again took care to provide, 
by the act of the 18th April, 1814, that its next 
meeting should be the last Monday of October, 
1814. It would seem they were convened at an 





1815, without day. 


| viding an earlier day for their reassembling than 
| that provided for by the Constitution; and sec- 
|| ondly, that, during a war of upwards of three 
| years’ duration—[a Senator corrected the honor- 
able gentleman. 
than three years—from June, 1812, to December, 
1] 
|| peared that during a war of but two and a half 
|| years, Congress was in session, and by its own 
| provision, nearly two years of that time. 
| 
| 


|| ceased by the act of declaring war—if the authori- 
| ty to conduct it rested exclusively with the Presi- 
|| dent of the United States—if Congress was only 
|| to furnish’the means, and these means, without 


why, he asked again, was the Congress of the Uni- 
|| ted States thus constantly in session by their own 
|| special provision? Why did they not leave it to 
|| the President, who, according to the doctrine of 
|| the present day, was tocall them together when he 
deemed it necessary to ask for supplies of men and 
money? The references which he had made af- 
forded evidence, in his judgment, of the views of 
the statesmen of that day. That, however, was 
not the doctrine which is presented to us now. 
That is not the doctrine on which the practical op- 
erations of the Government are now conducted. 
The estimates, in this case look to the reservation to 
| the President, of the uncontrolled power to conduct 


| 
| 
| 
| 


the war during the long recess which awaited them. 
The President of the United States feels, as it had 
been said he was authorized to feel, that he is quite 
compétent to conduct this war, unassisted by the 
Congress of the United States. There was, there- 


fore, no provision for an earlier session than 
December next. 





| 


Nay, the imputation that, by 


to the proclamation | 


mence until December, but Congress, before its | 
adjournment, provided for another day. By the 


of November, according to their own adjournment, | 
and not by the call of the President. The session, | 
which commenced on the 2d November, 1812, ad- || 


The war was of less duration | 


1814—being but about two and a half years.] | 
|| Well, that strengthened his argument, for it ap- | 


|| even deeming it necessary to ask any other question, | 
ign Power, that they had the right, as mem- | 


LOB 


cation of the opinion of the statesmen of that pe- | 


That session terminated on the 6th || 
July, 1812. The next regular session in the con- || 





| 
) 


| 


| 


| 


| 


| 


earlier day; for on the 19th of September, 1814, | 
they met conformably with the proclamation of the | 
President of the United States of the 8th August, | 
1814, and adjourned on the third day of March, | 





| they are to be applied? 


: _ || to? What other purposes are con 
|| Now, two things were obvious from this. First, | 


|| that, during the continuance of the war with Great | 
|| Britain, Congress never adjourned without pro- | 








that to regulate +h 
Senate lao upon the point whieh e had presenter 


would be the same—that it was in the power, and 

it be within the constitutional power, that it is-th 

constitutional duty of to i ; 
rosecution of the war which they had re § 
hey could not absolve 


slves from. re- 


| sponsibility of the war. He held himself, there~: 


fore, free to inquire—while any claim was made 


from the executive department of this Govern- 


ment for supplies of men or money—he held him-' 
self free to inquire, what are the purposes to whieh» 
b And he applied that in- 
quiry to the provisions of this bill. It proposes: 


| to give the President three millions of oe 


do what? To bring the existing war with, 


|| to a speedy and honorable conclusion. That was 
| the sole purpose which was avowed in_ the: bill: 


Why, then, how was this? They had 


| placed at his disposal nearly thirty millions im 

gain | dition to the ordinary. revenues of the country. 
They | 
|| adjourned in March, and by their own act provided | 


They had placed at his disposal such portions of 


| the public force as he has required—-and for. 


purpose? Why, for the identi rpose whieh 
specified in thia bill—to bring th toa 
and honorable conclusion. To bring it to a 
and honorable conclusion, how? By the usé of 
the public money and the public force which had 
been placed at his disposal. But he wants three 
millions of money for the accofmplishment of this’ 
self-same object in some other:mode:; We have 
furnished him with the means he requires—we: 
have placed at his disposal the whole public force 
of the country, to bring this war to a-speedy and” 
honorable conclusion by an open, manly, vigorous’ 
exertion of the public force; but thisdoes not suf- 
fice. What other means, then, are to be neat 
those which are consistent with the usual ‘of 
warfare? We have been told that our-object is to: 
‘* conquer a peace”? with Mexico. Thee ion 
eee oa 80 aa _ seen io has into a 
y-word. Hitherto, holding Mexico in contempt 
as a military power, we have deemed ourselves 
competent ‘to conquer peace” with her, and wé 
have anticipated, or the ardent spirits amo us, 
have anticipated, the revellings of our legions in 
the Halls of the Montezumas. But what are the 
means which are now to be resorted to? Have we 
lowered our pretensions? Do we doubt our abili- 


|| ty to conquer a peace” with thirty millions: of 
|| treasure and seventy thousand armed men? Have: 
Now in view of the doctrine of this day, that the | 
control of the war is vested in the President of the | 
; United States, he asked why was this done by the 
'| Congress of 1812 and 1814? If the war power had | 


we so humbled our pretensions that we are about 
to resort to other means than those of or 
negotiation for the attainment of peace? Do we 
mean—abandoning the idea of conquering a peace 
—to buy a peace with Mexico? And are Senators’ 
willing, in whatever quarter of this Chamber, to’ 
unite in an act of public ba ye by which they: 
will announce to the world that after months of 
conflict with a public enemy, despai of our 

ower to ‘* conquer peace”’ as we , that we 

ave appropriated three millions of dollars to be 
given to the Mexican rulers, either individually or 
as rulers, to induce them to make : with us? 
Was that the proposition? Was that the annun- 
ciation which Senators of the United States were 
willing to send forth to the world? 

As he had before said, we have passed through - 

a three-years’ war with the most powerftl nation 
on earth; but the fair escutcheon of this res 

ublic had never been stained with a blot like this. 

e did not seek to buy — with Great Britain. 

The statesmen of that day, the ots of that 
day, the soldiers of that day, confided in the jus- 
tice of their cause, and in their strong arms and’ 
stout hearts, to vindicate the rights of their country. 
He knew not if he should su himself, either 
in the excitement of debate or in the rabidness of 
the press, to the imputation of he called 
their attention to one of the acts of 
1812, by which the war with Great. was 





could be disposed to vist on. the Mexiean nation | the nd in the next, the payment 
punishment for the alleged ind i by | claims of our citizens; and to effect this ; 
the functionary of the Mexican tto our | that.a cession of a part of her territory woul 
minister, in refusing to do that which was entirely neastearss Ge it was not to be supposed that 
Serene Sis Penipe: SF aise. Seernemine weno || BORGO money vo pay us with; and I gaid thas 
ety to do; or if he could hold him responsible | I supposed no Senator would be willi to take. a 
for the misconduct of the military usurper who || less for this epee ae New Mexico and Upper on 
succeeded him, be it so, although not among other || California. These were my remarks, in substance, 
|| nations considered a legitimate cause of war; but | and I hope the Senator will take them as J ae 
this resolution was passed. || did they mean to purchase an apology for that in- || them. nate 
‘ ution appointing a day of || dignity by the use of this three millions of dollars?_| Mr. BERRIEN. The remarks in the openine. 
prayer, and to offer supplication | But he learned from the discussion on this subject | argument of the Senator from Arkansas, to : 
for the safety and welfare of the || that this money was not to be applied in fulfilment | he (Mr. B.) referred, were these: se 
and a y restoration of peace. || of a treaty to be entered -into by Mexico, but that || ‘He(Mr S.] was not authorized to state pre 
statesmen of that day looked to these | the object was by it to dispose the Mexican rulers | cisely what territory this Government would Y 
of protection and defence—to their own 1 to enter into such treaty. He submitted to the | for this indemnity, and for the payment of 
stout hearts and strong arms. They did notdream || Senate of the United States if this was not a new | claims.”’ ‘ 
tribute toan enemy. No; this sense of depend- | principle in the diplomacy of the American nation. || Mr.SEVIER. Exactly. . 
euce on the God of their being—this sense of de- || In the history of our various and multiplied nego- | Mr. BERRIEN. The report continues: “ but. 
upon their Creator—was accompanied | tiations with foreign Powers, he apprehended there | he supposed that no Senator would suppose that 
the proud fecling of independence towards their || could be found no instance in which the National | they are to get less than New Mexico and Upper 
fellow men. The maxim of that day was, “ Mil- | Legislature had agreed to appropriate an amount || California” ce 
lions for defence’’—ay, and in a just sense for | of money to be applied to dispose a foreign Gov- | Mr.SEVIER. Yes, and by treaty, sa 
‘ence—but ** not a cent for tribute.’’ The states- || ernment to enter into a treaty with us, such as was Mr. BERRIEN. Then follows thisd i :, 
men of that day could never have cqnsented to || contemplated in the present case. He did not un- || “ He did not suppose that a treaty of peace with, 
employ the public treasure in giving tribute to their | derstand that this money was to be employed for || less than this would ever pass this body,” aM 
foe. || the purpose of paying Mexico for the cession of Mr. SEVIER. Those are the remarks made, 
This was one aspect of the question. | any territory which we desired to possess; but, as Mr. BERRIEN. Then follows some remarks 
We have been repeatedly told that the national || he understood from the chairman of the Committee || as to the objects contemplated, and then the Sena- 
honor of these United States is involved in this | on Foreign Relations, it was proposed that the | tor says: 
ion—that the national honor of the United | money be placed in the hands of the President, in | «On our part, we begin to fee) that we are in an 
tates is involved in the contest with Mexico. | order to enable him by its agency to dispose the || expensive war—a war attended by a great snorifiee of life, 
But, as he had already said, if the national honor | hearts of the Mexican rulers to make peace. | and one calculated to exhaust, to a great extent, the means” 


: : i) : | of this Gove “nt, and, if tinued for a great 
depended on the manifestation of military prowess, i Mr. SEVIER. If the Senator will allow me—— | ionget, aoimennsei be tumpenhiig OM burdens pd 
they had already vindicated theirclaim to national | Mr. BERRIEN. Oh, certainly. '| people. But, it may be asked, can a lasting, permanent 
honor. aa then, to the ascertainment | Mr. SEVIER said he did not suppose that any || Peace, be made under the circumstances in which Mexiey, 
whether the m now proposed for terminating || other Senator, except the Senator from Georgia, || oahitey couihey Wren “Sele enous “‘amidcaheas wd 
this war was in accordance with the proposition || so understood his remarks, He had expressly || factions existing everywhere, an unstable gov 

that the national “honor was involved in the con- | stated that these three millions of dollars were | no one party sufficiently strong to make peace!, The intel- 
test, whether such a mode of terminating the war || wanted to make an advance, in part purchase of a //-ligence possessed by the Freesent. cop aay nea toes 
would consist with national honor, he asked them | cession of territory. We had gone into a war | eada, in thoie exhausted und impoverished Genie ? 
to consider what wére the purposes which led them | against our consent, and, having done so, for the | off their army and other expenses, they would be wil ; 
to engage in the war? When the recognition of | purpose of indemnifying ourselves in part for the | able to make peacc, and cede, for the objects specified, that 
the war took place, it was asserted that they had | expenses incurred in the war, it was deemed proper | Portion of the country he had named. 


existing causes for war. What were those causes? 


the first » and in the the 


8 
tate, 


“Was it the settlement of the claims of our citizens: 
the question of boundary? or was it to manifest a 
just indignation against Mexico for refusing to re- 
ceive our minister? If this were the case, if the 


that we should obtain from the Mexican Govern- 


| ment a cession of the provinces of Upper Califor- | 
| nia and New Mexico. 
Mr. BERRIEN. The Senator from Arkansas || 
| had a perfect right, and it was cheerfully accorded || 


Mr. SEVIER. Exactly. 

Mr. BERRIEN. Do I understand the Senator 
| to say that that is a correct report? 

Mr. SEVIER. Certainly. 


Mr. BERRIEN said, it seemed to him, without 
to him, to express his own understanding of the || entering into any discussion upon this point—for 
remarks he had made. He was disposed to under- | he was always ready to receive from the honorable 
| stand the Senator in no other terms than those || Senator his own view of what he said—that, if he 
2 1 which he chose to employ, and, as some apology || had been under a misapprehension, there 
object waste secure the just claims of their coun- || for the misapprehension into which he had fallen, | some cause for such misapprehension. Butt - 
tymen, surely it was not contemplated that they | he reminded the Senate that it was expressly stated | proceed: This was a new principle in the diplo- 
Same pay v0 the Mexican rulers three millions of || by the Senator from Arkansas that he was not | ign 


national honer was invelived in the successful as- | 
sertion of our rights in regard to these matters, he || 
might be permitted to inquire, in relation to the 
first, how that object was to be secured? If the 


| macy of this country, to negotiate with a foreign 


for the purpose of inducing them to agree | 
to pay those claims. Surely, if that was the ob- | 


ject, a much simpler process ong be adopted. 
hey might assume the claims o 


maper, which would be rendered very question- 
able, he 


apprehended, if it were applied as secret- | 
service money. The first object of this war could || 


authorized to say to what extent the Government 


| would require a cession of territory to be made by 


) |. || way of indemnity, but he supposed that the ces- 
their own citi- || 


zens, and thus secure to them the receipt of the | 


sion of New Mexico and Upper California would 


the expenses of the war. 


| Power, giving to her in advance a certain sunof 
_ money to be applied to her exigencies, and to pay 


|| her army and other expenses, for the purpose of 
|| disposing her to make peace; for the 
be the least which any Senator would believe they | 
| were entitled to receive by way of indemnity for 


of 


payments to her army. There, he a 


’ 
|| was the real key to this operation. The President: 
| of the United States probably felt—the Senator 


Mr. SEVIER. All right, except by way of in- 
\| demni 


. 


\| from Arkansas felt serene what they all 
ty. || that any act of the Mexican rulers, not 
In relation to that mat-;| Mr. BERRIEN. Very well. If that was the || by the army, would be inevitably unreliable; and 
ter, we were entitled to receive payment from the | Jeast which they thought they were entitled to re- | it was therefore to propitiate the army in favor of. 
Mexicans, and not to pay them. In regard to the | ceive from Mexico, how could it be otherwise than || any negotiation into Dhich'they might enter, that 
boundary of Texas, he agreed that this was a | for indemnity? Were they entitled to receive any- || this money was to be applied. He did not know 
question that was open to negotiation between the || thing from Mexiwo by. way of purchase? There || whether it could properly be called secret-service 
two countries: he that the attainment of a | were two parties to all contracts. If Mexico chose | money; he did not know that it could be 
proper boundary for the State of Texas might im- | to sell anything to us, and we chose to buy, this || said'to be money given to the Mexican rulers to 
pose upon them the obligation of making pecuniary || would constitute a contract; but when they spoke || dispose them to make peace; but this he did know, 
compensation to Mexico. He was perfectly con- | of a right to receive, when they spoke of a contract || that the history of this country, so far as he was 
tent that compensation should be made. The | founded on a preéxisting state of things, in which | acquainted, afforded no instance whatever of any 
yas c aimed by Texas and the one that || preéxisting state of things expenses had been in- || case in which money had been approp by 
was mnegninee + the Mexican republic were || curred, that which they might receive in return for || this Government for such a purpose. In their 
widely d erent. If, by negotiation with Mexico, || those expenses must be by way of indemnity. He || negotiations with Indian tribes, certainly, they 
M were possible to obtain her consent to the estab- || sometimes provided for their sustenance, , me 


t , did not understand the chairman of the Committee || 

lishment of the boundary as contemplated by the | on Foreign Relations to withnold his assent from || dulging the ancient habits of that people, to 

« Legislature of Texas to the Rio Grande, he would | the statement that this money was to be employed || sometimes made presents to their chiefs. he 
'| did not know that they had transferred, or were 


be perfectly content in that case to pay to Mexico || to dispose the Mexican rulers to enter into a treaty | ; 
. || about to transfer, in their dealings with foreign 


not, therefore, be attained by the appropriation 
contemplated by this bill. 


what might be deemed a fair equivalent for that | for the cession of New Mexico and California. 


which would inure to the benefit of Texas; butany || Mr. SEVIER. I hope the Senator, when he || countries, the observances which had been follow- 

amount of money to be thus paid, he apprehended, || comments on my speech, will read the words I || ed in relation to the Indian tribes. Were they dis- 

would be paid under the stipulations of a treaty, || used as reported in the papers. I said this money | posed to deal with Mexico as with the savage tribes? 
and was not a sum to be distributed among Mexi- || was wanted for the purpose of making peace: not i Were they disposed, in looking to the 

can rulers, or paid in advance to the Mexican Gov- | as secret-service money, as the Senator throughout | condition of Mexico, considering her Government 

a is _ .. || his remarks seemed to suppose, but as money for || unstable and insufficient to preserve the stipula- 

» And as to the remaining cause, the indignity which a return was to be made by the President tions of any treaty, were they disposed to He 

ed to the minister of the United States by re- || publicly, openly, before the world. I said I con- || opposing parties by the payment of money? 

reception: if he could be di to || ceived that the honor and the interest of the coun- appachouted not. He as that eee 

then President of Mexico, ra, | try required on the part of Mexico two things: || tions of the distinguished chief who was pated 

was tottering to its fall; if he indemnity in part for the expenses of the war, in |! the head of the Mexican army might possibly ; 
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ated by thisenactment, It might be, if they 
ermitted to rely, as they were to a certain 
upon th reeunenons bie ues: _ 
a Presiden t—it ight ta Ana 
‘sally disposed to te might be the under- 
coed unstable condition of their country 
ered it necessary that the army should be pro- 
ed, in order to give permanency to any treaty; 


4 might be that Santa Ana found it necessary to 
‘te possessed of acertain fund to enable him to 


siliate the army. If this were so, why, then, 


ey had the key to the inactivity of that military 


fain who was now at the head of the Mexican 
forces vastly superior in numbers to any 
ainst them. 
y which he 
enabled. to pass our 
it now to be conceded 
the money to be appropriated was to be given 
ve Mexicans for the purpose of being applied 
m to the payment of their army and other 
and he presumed that, when the money 
id to the Mexicans, we should at least have 
the security which possession gave us untii 
itions for which this money was appro- 
were fulfilled. 
ired to remove any impressions which he 
ight have resulted from the remarks of the 
chairman of the Committee on Foreign 
ionsat the opening of this discussion, that Sen- 


ight be the key to the means 
m so mysterious] 
He understoo 


. 


_ glors were committed by the vote they had given 
pon this pabiect as submitted to them by the 


it in his message of 4th August, 1846. 

or had, however, corrected a misappre- 

m under which he was then laboring, that 
most unanimous vote of the Senate was given 
solution which he had first stated. He 


eg it was not distinctly understood by the Sen- 


was the real action of the Senate.on that 


he President, by his message, required two 


7 


llio s of dollars, in order to put it in his power 


ance a portion of the consideration in money 
the cession of any territory which might be 
_ The President said: 


der these circumstances, and considering the ex- 
ed and distracted condition of the Mexican republic, it 
ybecome necessary, in order to restore peace, that I 
it in my power to advance a portion of the con- 
money for any cession of territory which may be 


Mies The Mexican Government might not be willing to 


the pgyment of the whole until the treaty could be 

by nate, and an appropriation to carry it into 
made by Congress; and the necessity for such a 

might defeat the object altogether. {I would therefore 

r it would not be wise for Congress to appro- 

ea such as they might consider adequate for this 
ose, to be paid, if necessary, immediately upon the rati- 
‘of the treaty by Mexico. This disbursement would 
be accounted for at the treasury, not as secret- 


“servi emoncy, but like other expenditures.”” 


on this message of the President, the Com- 
on Foreign Relations made the following 


p M to the Senate: 


That the course adopted and proposed by the 
, a8 indicated in his message of the 4th instant, for 
termination of the war with Mexico, receives 


That in the opinion of the Senate, it is expe- 

ve two millions of dollars at the disposal of the 

to be used at his discretionin the event of a trea- 

re with Mexico, satisfactorily adjusting the bound- 

two countries; and that the Committee on For- 

Relations be instructed to report to the Senate, in open 

4 bill for that purpose, in conformity to the provis- 
Similar acts passed in 1803 and 1806.’ 


p resolutions were so little acceptable to the 
that the then chairman of the Committee 
ign Relations modified the second resolu- 


in this way: 


Thatin the opinion of the Senate, it is expe- 


oes asum of money at the disposal of the Presi- | 


used at his discretion in the event of a treaty of 


® with Mexico, satistacturily adjusting the boundaries 
ne two countries.” 
_ Inthe event of a treaty of peace with Mexico,” 


“WE not preliminary to it. 


» on the motion of another Senator, it 
i to amend by striking out ett after the 
olved,”’ and inserting as follows: 
the Senate heartily unite with the President in his 
desire for a speedy and honorable peace with 
‘ a8 at present informed, they have no further 
give in the premises.” 
these resolutions were unacceptable to the 
y were recommitted, and the next 
words: 
That the Senate entertain a strong desire 








Here was a resolution on which he presumed the 
Senate was unanimous. The second resolution 
was in these words: 


~ 2d. hoe ies That hod Fone | deem it advisable 
Congress nould a ate @ sum of money to enable 
the President to semen treaty of peace, iimits, and 
boundaries, with the republic of Mexico, and to be used by 
him in the event that such treaty should call for the expen- 
diture of the money so appropriated, or any part th aa? 
Now, the vote of the Senate—not that to which 
the Senator from Arkansas referred—but the vote 
of thirty to eighteen, was the vote on the second 
resolution, in which, by that majority, the Senate 
directed that a sum of money should be placed at 
the disposal of the President to conclude a treat 
of peace, limits, and boundaries, with the republic 
of Mexico—not to be used by him for the purpose 
of concluding that treaty, but to be used by him if 
such treaty should call for the expenditure of the 
money so appropriated, or any part thereof. 
He had refefhed to these proceedings of the last 


session for the purpose of showing that no Senator | 


was committed by those proceedings to vote for 
the bill now under consideration. 
Mr. SEVIER observed, that as soon as he dis- 


covered that error, he corrected it in the Senate | 
Chamber, and so the Senator would see if he | 


would look at the published proceedings. 


Mr. BERRIEN continued. The Senator from | 


Arkansas stated correctly that he did, at the ear- 


liest moment, correct the misapprehension under 
which he labored. 


pose of enabling him to correct it instead of doing 
it myself on this floor. But I advert to the sub- 


ject now because I believe, in the manner in which || by an adherence to both national 
it was left in the open discussion, Senators were | 
of opinion that they had committed themselves by | 


the vote they had given upon the resolution which 
ultimately passed. The Senator from Arkansas, 
I repeat, took the earliest opportunity to correct 
his misapprehension, and it was communicated to 
him personally, as he will admit. 

Mr. SEVIER replied that the correction had 
been made in his published remarks, and there 
could be no mistake about it. 


“Mr. BERRIEN wished to be perfectly under- | 
stood by the Senator from Arkansas as distinctly | 


avowing that the Senator from Arkansas took the 
earliest opportunity to place it on its proper foot- 
ing, and that he did it in consequence of a perfectly 


friendly communication which he (Mr. B.) made | 


to him, instead of making it on this floor. 
He had spoken of the manner in which he, as 


understood it from the provisions of this bill, this || 


money was to be used. He now asked the atten- 


tion of the Senate to a consideration of the objects || 


which it was proposed to accomplish by these 
means. If they looked at the message of the Pres- 
ident of the United States, asking for this appro- 
priation, they would find that his object was to 


obtain indemnity to our citizens having pecuniary | 
claims against Mexico, and ample indemnity for | 
Now, when one looks | 


the expenses of the war. | ‘ ‘ 
at the papers condition of Mexico, as it 
was stat 


—when we look at the impoverished state of her 
finances and the distracted condition of her people 
—the message of the President of the United States 


itself would show what object was to be accom- || 
Indemnity— || 


plished by the use of this money. 
ample indemnity, would, in other words, have 
been equivalent to dismemberment of the Mexican 
territory. If ample indemnity were wanted for 
the expenses of this war, which have probably 
amounted to fifty, and may amount to one hun- 
dred millions of dollars—if ample indemnity was 
to be obtained for this by the use of this money, 
and the negotiation of a treaty with Mexico, then 


the message of the President of the United States | 
would have been alone sufficient to show us that | 


the object was to use it for the purpose of nego- 
tiating a treaty which should accomplish the dis- 
memberment of that territory. That would have 
been further confirmed by the official comniunica- 
tions of the different departments of the army and 
the navy, looking to military force for the occu- 
pation of those portions of the Mexican territory 
which should be in the possession of our troops, 


y | ment of a cession of New Mexicoand Uf 


I discovered the errdr and an- | 
nounced it to him privately. I did so for the pur- | 


by Senators on all sides, and whose | 
statements were perfectly consistent with the fact | 


|| who does not think that that is the 
ought to take. Now, he asked Senator 
erstanding of the object to which 


millions of money were to be applied, inf 


fornia—he asked them to cast their e sr 
|| of Mexico, to see what portion of it 
was thus intended to wrest from her. Why, f 
Mexico and Upper California embraced one: 
| or more of the republic of Mexico; and this was” 
the grasp we propose to make on her territory, if 
'| she will yield it to us by negotiation, on this ntoney 
| being applied to the payment of her armies, that 
they may coerce her into submission. He asked 
them, looking at the extent of the grasp which 
was proposed to he made on the territory of a sis- 
ter republic, to answer him as men, as American 
|| Senators, and as Christian men, if this consisted: 
with our national honor, and with the national 
|| interests of the people of the United States? Did 
|| it consist with the national honor?) Why, we 
stand at the head of the free govermments on 
That proud position has been attained for us by 
gallantry of our forefathers, by their fidelity to thei 
country, by their preservation of the public faith, 
individual 
neem, And what ~ aioe A nei ing re- 
| public, comparatively feeble, formi upon 
|| the plan of fer Constiontiond intoodanes by us into 
the family of nations, and ised by us asa sis- 
terrepubile. We have a population of twenty mil- 
lions —double that of Mexico. We are the supe- 
|| rior of Mexico in every respect, either in peace or 
|| war. This aoe of all our resources of every de- 
|| scription. e have a stable, permanent govern- 
| ment. The voice of authority issuing from this 
capital is heard and obeyed in the most di 
corner of this blic. Mexico is enfeebled, dis-, 
tracted, borne down by the strife of contending 
| military rulers, until she is reduced to a 
| tion that we are about to, found an act-of legisla- 
| tion upon—the assumption that she has the 
| Strength toexecute. And it is ona sister repub- 
| lic, thus in the magnitude of our strength, and 
in contemplation of her weakness, that we are 
|| about to advance to wrest from her a third of her 
|| territory, and appropriate it as indemnity to our- 
| selves for the expenses which we have incurred in 
| the vindication of our national honor. In his hum- 
|| ble judgment, such an act would be a violation of 
|| the national honor, far more to be —— then 
| defeat in the most sanguinary contest. That might 
|, be remedied—promptly remedied by the gallantry 
|| of our army. But what time, what bravery under* 
|| heaven could expiate the blot which would stage 
upon the fair escutcheon of the country, if 
cumta shin a nation, were Senananaale 
|| of the distracted condition ofa neighbori 
i| - gratify, — oo ween to vindicate _ —— 
|| honor, but ust for the acquisition of territory 
Ifour national honor is to be vindicated by this 
war, and if it were not already vindicated, he was 
content, so far as any vote d hincwen necessary, 
_ for the purpose of strengthening the national arm 
to furnish the means which wy ee required for 
its vindication; but he entered hissolema protest 
against the adoption of a principle by which it shall 
| be avowed to the world that we cannot pay our 
own expenses when incurred in the vindication of 
— ae — oe aS siiien\:i emesis 
e asked, in the next in i 
the objects to which the money is to be 
and these objects are now distinctly avo to be 
the acquisition at least of New Mexico and Cali- 
fornia—he had asked, secondly, whether such att 
acquisition could be made consi with the 
national interests. And on this subject he desired 
for a moment the attention of the Senate. If there 
pena such thing as national interest to be 
served at the expense of national honor, I ' 
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with a view to the application of the uti possidetis |) not; but looking to this question solely as one of 























interest, I ask you, is it consistent with the national 
‘such territory? Consider it as 
; either by the use of the money 
‘proposed to appropriate by this bill, or 
of our arms; consider that territory as 
acquired, and 1 hepe Senators are now ready to 
answer the oe how will you dispose of this 
territory? hen you get these provinces, what 
will you :do with them? Will od oe ex- 
isting population that settle in the West, and popu- 
late them by emigrants from the United States? 
That may not be. You oo - it without vio- 
lating every principle of the law of nations—every 
i walehi See boon recognised by your own 
courts ofjystice. Whether these territories be ac- 
-_ west or by purchase, the moment 
y pass under your domination their inhabitants 
become the obj of, and are entitled to, your 
protectign.- hat next, then? If you must pro- 
tect th _— and the territory which they in- 
habit, will you govern them as provinces? ill 
you send your governors of provinces to superin- 
tend and protect them? On what principles will 
you govern them? On what page of the Constitu- 
tion do. you find your authority? Whence—by 
what principle of analogy—do you derive your au- 
ity to govern these extensive territories as | 
vinces? What next? If you may net depopv- | 
them—if you may not govern them as prov- | 
inces—will you exercise the power given you | 
under the Constitution, and obviously given while | 
the view of the framers of it was confined within | 
the territorial limits of the then United States? 
Will you exercise the power of governing them as 
territories, and, of course, entitle them to the privi- | 
a od being incorporated as States of the Union, | 
they shall.have attained the requisite number | 
of inhabitants? Are you willing to put your birth- | 
right in the keeping of the mongrel races who in- | 
habit these territories by incorporating them into the 
Federal Union? For myself, I am free to declare, | 
non hec in federa, and | believe that declaration will | 
be responded to from the remotest extremities of | 
this widely-extended Union. Then, what is it for | 
~ which we are contending? What is the position | 
to'which this lust for the acquisition of territory is | 
about to lead us? When we shall have acquired | 
these territories, how are we to surmount the diffi- 
culties which will necessarily attend their posses- 
sion? We cannot, consistently with the Consti- 
tution, govern it as. am independent province: We | 
cannot, consistently with what we owe to our- 
selves, put it into a-condition to be incorporated 
with the American Union. But suppose you || 
could: Do not you bring with it that question | 
which more than any other menaces the duration | 
and the permanence of this Union? Do you | 
believe that any treaty which may be negotiated | 
with Mexico can receive the constitutional sanc- | 
tion of)this body, leaving the question of slavery | 
open? Do: you believe it can receive the con- | 
stitational sanction of. this body excluding ‘sla- | 
very? Do you believe it can receive the consti- 
tutional sanction of this body, permitting slave- 
ry? Grant that 1 am wrong in the opinon which | 
would seem to be indicated Se the Presideat—that | 
it would be practicable to obtain the constitutional | 
rypority of the Senate to a treaty which would | 
ve open the question of slavery—and I ask | 
southern Senators. whether they would not slum- | 
ber upon their posts if their assent were given to | 
a treaty leaving that question open? I ask them | 
if it is not their imperative duty to the States which | 
they represent, when any acquisition of territory | 
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| be made by treaty, to take care that the do- | 
mestic institutions and interests of the States which | 
they nt are ted by the express stipu- 
lations of that treaty? Suppose these overlooked 
ae Senators, under the influence 
of motive, should acquiesce in the acqui- 
sition of territory without such a stipulation as 
would protect their interests, what follows? Inev- 
itably, with the certainty of fate, the exclusion of 
their constituents from their constitutional right to 
a participation in the benefits of the territory ac- 
quired by common effort. The process is easy— 
itis simple—it is obvious—it is undeniable. 
the question of the admission of this territory—if 
you were to govern it as.a territory, with a view 
, when the number of 










of such an poce unless we agree to surren- 
ei ee ee eee 
which we have the guarantee of the Constituti 

It then especially behooved southern Senators. 
to oppose themselves to the acquisition of territory 
in any form, because, as it is quite ceftain that no 
territory will be acquired by treaty in which the 
right to exercise their domestic institutions will be 
stipulated, and inasmuch as the territory acquired 
by a treaty which would leave that an open ques- 
tion, will inevitably result in their exclusion—I 
say, in — judgment, and speaking asa 
southern Senator’ representing a southern State, 
that the duty of the South—the interests of the 
South—the safety of the South—demands that we 
should oppose ourselves to any and to every ac- 
quisition of territory. But the appeal is not merely 
to southern Senators, but to Nraerteens Senators 
from whatever quarter of this Union they may 
come. The appeal is to them to exclude from the 
national councils this direful question. The acqui- 
sition of territory must bring before, with accu- 
mulated force, a question which now menaces the 
permanence of this Union. It cannot be that 
southern men can silently acquiesce in the denial 
to them of a common right insured in the Consti- 
tution of the United States. If we have a right to 
the acquisition of territory—if that acquisition is 
made by the common effort of all the States, then 
all the frases ure alike entitled to participate in the 
benefits which result from such an acquisition. But 
if the inevitable tendency of such an acquisition be 
as I have described it, then we must be excluded 
from suelf a participation in the benefits of the ac- 
quisition. In that case, one of two things remains— 
to assert, at whatever hazard, our rights, and the 
rights of our constituents; or to give a renewed 
unexampled manifestation of our devotion to the 
bond of our Federal Union, by submitting to this 
inequality of distribution in the acquisitions of our 
common country. 

He most anxiously desired that that fearful crisis 
may not be brought about. It menaces us now, 
even in the existing state of things; but in all hu- 
man probability, it may, and | confidently trust it 
will, be averted by the intelligence and by the 
patriotism of the American people. But if you 
are to introduce into this Union the vast territorigs 
which you contemplate to acquire by cession from 
Mexico, it will be a trial of the disinterestedness 
and patriotism of the South, if they shall be called 
upon to decide that they are willing to acquiesce in 
their utter exclusion from all participation in this 
rich and: boundless territory. 

I may be asked, with the views I have present- 
ed and the amendment I have proposed, what is, 
then, my purpose? Do I desire that the Govern- 
ment should surrender the advantages which it has 
acquired, and terminate the war without obtaining 
any of the ends which were sought? — Sir, that is 
not my purpose. I have said distinctly that I am 
willing to unite with Senators in strengthening the 
Executive arm for the prosecution of this war. I 
have said that we are entitled to obtain a proper 
security for the payment of the just claims of our 
citizens upon the Government of Mexico, although 
I confess I do not think that the forbearance to 
press these claims to the extent of dipping Mexi- 
can bonds in Mexican blood would have been any 
violation of our national honor. But I am pre- 

red to say that we are entitled to demand from 

exico, on the termination of the war, such a se- 
curity as would be satisfactory to ourselves for the 
payment of these bonds. I am prepared to prose- 
cute this war until Mexico shall be disposed to 
make a just and liberal settlement of the bounda- 
ries of Texas, and willing to make her an adequate 
compensation for any portion of territory which 
she may imagine she has a title to, and which she 
would have surrendered by that treaty. I am pre- 
— to do this. Iam not prepared to wrest from 

er any portion of her territory beyond that which 
she may be disposed to yield without either the 
corruption of money or the application of force. 
I am willing, if Mexico is disposed to cede it, to 
acquire, for the purposes of our commerce, a port 
on the Pacific ocean, and to make her ample com- 
pensation for it; putting us in connexion with 
the territory which we already possess on that 
vast ocean, and without the necessity of dismem- 





bering her Government by extending the line of 
our territory. I am willing to give the money for 
such a purpose. I would say, take that money, 































































but take it with the knowledge of Mexico. ¢ 
the world, that you do rien 20 ete 

at you are willing to nege 
matter upon principles consistent with her rig 


with your rights, with her honor and with your how: 
or; take it with the disavowal of the intention.eom 


municated on the part of the President of the Unite) 
States, by the distinct enunciation of your own: 
views and intentions as the Congress of this 
republic. I have not proposed to you to-wit 
your tro#ps from the territory of Mexico, 
not proposed to you a renewal of nezotiations, 
have not proposed to you the abandonment of any: 
of your just claims upon Mexico. TY have not 
proposed to = that you should for an instanp 
relax your efforts to conquer that peace whiehig 
desirable to us all. But I ask of you to rélieye 
yourselves from the imputation of prosecuting this 
war against a feeble and neighboring republie,s 

a superiority of force which you ma 
for purposes not required by the national 
and merely for the gratification of your lu 
——- of territory. Iask you to put you 
right before the people of Mexico and 

I ask you to take from them the cou of 

which is the feeling and the motive wil NOW ac- 
tuates and animates them. I ask you to exhibityour- 


2 


selves in that attitude in which a nation, and 
powerful as we are, ought to be presented to the na- 
tions of this world; and then, if Mexico, maddened 


by whatever cause, under the influence of whatever 
infatuation, shall refuse to accept the proffered 
pledge of the national legislature of the Union—if 
she shall madly rush to her doom—then strike for 
peace—strike for peace, with all the force which 
you cancommand. Ay, and every American will 
unite in the exclamation—God defend the right!” 
But I desire that you should place yourselves in 
this attitude, that the national character maybe 
relieved from the imputation of pursuing this war 
solely for the purpose of acquiring territory= 
affecting to vindicate the national honor, and:call- 
ing upon the victims of our superior force to i 
demnify us for the expense of that vindication! 

{ do not express to you any more than whatT 
believe to be the feeling of my constituents, wher 
I say that I think we have been un ily in- 
volved in this war, and by a violation of the po 
which belongs to the American Congress. 1 ho bat 
express the feelings of that people, as I understand 
them, when I say, that as this war exists, and has 
been recognised by Congress, they are willing, umi- 
tedly, with heart and hand, to pursue it vi 
to a successful issue. But I express, also, what. 
believe to be the feeling of that people, when I say 
that they would utterly repudiate the idea of dis- 
membering a neighboring republic, <a 
bering her for the purpose of defraying the expen+ 
ses of a war into which we have ome with’ 
wi feeling that we were vindicating our national 

onor. 

Sir, I have been perfectly sensible of the respom 
sibility which attended the position which, 
a conviction of duty, I have thus been disposed 
and which I have thus determined to adopt, I 
have been admonished by past experience of the 
discourtesy which may result in the excitement of 
debate. I am admonished of the rabidness with 
which a party press may pounce upon individuals 
engaged in the discharge of their duty. These 
things pass me as the idle wind. I should feelthat 
I had lived to little purpose, if in the honestdis* 
charge of my duty as an American Senator, I could 
not express fully, freely, unreservedly, the convie« 
tions of my judgment. I desire to say to you, Sity 
and to the Senators generally, that I have acted in 
the belief of the truth of the principles for whieh L 
have contended, and especially in the belief of the 
truth of this proposition, that, however we 
seek to shelter ourselves by transferring the 
sibility of this war to the President of the Unites 
States, who, in fact, is responsible for it in its ort 
gin; yet that we have adopted it and recogn ised its 
we have pledged ourselves to its prosecution, 
therefore we are responsible, and cannot relieve 
ourselves of that responsibility, but by a fait! 
discharge of the duties which it imposed upon us. 
We are responsible in the face of the et : 
world—we are responsible in the sight of Heaven; 
ay, and there is another résponsibility which ma 
perhaps be brought home to us—we are on 
to the civilized world, that we should condact this 
war with a feeble neighboring republic upon 


ples which the improvegpents in international law 





Mr. CASS. Then I 

The PRESIDING 0) ted. 
tion to be on the amendment of the Senator 
Michigan, at an amendment to the amendment of 
the Senator from as 

Mr. TURNEY called for the yeas and nays on 
that amendment. 

Mr. R. JOHNSON desired that the Senator 
from Michigan would stave as succinctly as he 
thought proper the grounds of his amendment be- 
fore the question was taken; and, for that purpose, 
he would now move an adjournment if the Senator 
desired it. 

Mr. CASS replied that his amendment required 
no explanation from him. Hedid not, however, 
say that he should say nothing hereafter. If a 
speech was expected from him it should not be 
said hereafter that he had refused to make one. 
But now he did not feel it necessary to say any- 
thing. 

The Senate then adjourned. 


nestly in ing such a course; he 
pose to assail their motives; but he x ” 


of it? ivcum to this, that if we 1 che 
have a wicked or a. weak President, he! 
to get the country into a state of war, and ‘he ¥ 
have the absolute control of the: treasury. 
House must unbar its doors to him, and give-w 
to his disposal the public credit, permitting him a 
pleasure to send his tax-gatherers among the peo- 
ple, and draw from them their hard-earned treas+ 
when he had pocketed his one h thousand 
dollars, and had turned his back ow Washington; 
then they were to hold him responsible! aie. 
sible for what? For doing what they had them 
selves enabled him to do, and what they had in¢ 
dorsed when done. Responsible! To whom? To 
men who were too basely servile to deny him : 
thing he asked. Responsible! Master’ onsi- 
ble to slave! ‘No; the only responsibility ineurred 
in continuing this war would be the: 

of members to their constituents. Such a doctrine 
went to destroy all independence as well as all re- 


‘isfied, sir, that ready answers may be 


" eperon. Are we to 

nonsibility in view of the civilized na- 

» world?. If England is our accuser, we 
to India, If France will reproach us, we 
attention to Algeria. If the greater Pow- 

‘the continent should assume the office of 
‘we should bid them look to Cracow, and 
amb! These are answers which will satisfy us 
w called on to encounter the reproaches 
‘ernations. But will they enable us to meet 
own consciousness of the manliness of that 
ese, by which we avail ourselves pf that. supe- 
y-of force which we possess, for the purpose 
poiling a neighboring republic? 
, President, there is yet another responsibili- 
ore direct, more immediate—which we will | 
re » The responsibility of which I have | 
y be met, with regard to the nations of || 
as I have suggested. The other re- | 
| gponsibility to which I have called your attention, | 
Yam quite sensible, from individual experience, | 
gill as too remote to influence the con- | 


ra ad 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fripay, February 5, 1847. 
TheJournal of yesterday was read and approved. 
Mr. DOUGLASS introduced to the House Mr. | 


| Joun. Henry, (Whig,) member elect from theState 
of Illinois, vice Mr. KE. D. B 





re 


mn 
nt 
is 
: 
iC 
1 
ad 
a= 
ed 
er 
ed 
-if 
or 
ch 
rill 
we 
in 
be 
ar 
of 
I] 
¥ 
tT 
en 
tn 
yer 
vat 
nd 
1a8 
‘ 
m= 
en- 
the 
nal 
On 
“ 
the 
tof 
vith 
ials 
ese 
that 
dis- 
ald 
Sit, 
d in 
ch I 
z 
ori- 
d it; 
and 
ieve 
hful 
us. 
ined 
ven; 
ibe 
this 
inci- 


e 


4 ret of members. But there is a responsibility | 


immediate—it is our responsibility to 


ituents—to the American people. ‘To 


-are responsible; to these we shall have | first in order was the call of the committees for | 


| re 


ecount for the course which we pursue in the 
wet of this war. 

ent, when intelligence reached us from the 
nde of the events which were occurring 


sry American bosom was inflamed almost | 
e . In the moment of that excitement, || 
they € m abarked unhesitatingly in the conflict which 


woked. But, sir, that moment has passed 
 Calmer feelings have succeeded. The in- 


jienity which was offered to us has been expiated || 
‘ by th Mexican blood which flowed so copounly 


Alto, Resaca de la Palma, and at Monte- 


peonsidering. ‘They inquire for what is this 
, thug promising to be interminable? For what 
it prosecuted ? 


bse to gain by it if you succeed in occupying \| 
Mexic if the | 
spirit is what it is represented to us—do || 


capital? Do you suppose— 
pose that you will have brought yourselves 
to a conclusion of this war? 

ing beyond the payment of the just claims 
iar citizens—beyond the proper adjustment of 


undaries of Texas—then the people will in- | 
=a portion of that people at least—what ben- | 


il result from the acquisition of this territo- 
Which must be as a firebrand ‘thrown intu the 
$ of the nation? Sir, these reflections, and 
inquiries, are now made amongst the people 
United States; not, perhaps, among politi- 
“certainly not by the conductors of party 
es—-assuredly not by those ardent spirits 
tired of the dall pursuits of civil life, are pant- 
bbtain military fame, at whatever cost—but 
yeomanry of the land—by the merchant— 
mechanic—by the manu 
Occupations and pursuits—by the moral, vir- 


religious, conservative portions of society, | 


iituting a part of the American people, whose 
tannot be disregarded. In the bustle of the 

Mart, in the retirement. of the domestic cir- 

ese questions press, with a force which lam 

my incapable to describe, upon the minds and 

ars of the American people; and I pray Sena- 
‘© accept, in the spirit in which it is offered, 

Warning sen! give you, that you and I must 
em 


ver unto 3 
he PRESIDING OFFICER again stated the 
on, as no gentleman seemed disposed to take 


r REVERDY JOHNSON rose and said he 
erstood the Senator from Michigan to say that 
se Gags time he would offer his amendment. 


said whenever it was the proper time 


would do so. 
t. R. JOHNSON intimated that this might be 


time. 


|| was qualified and took his seat. 





In the first moment of ex- | 
less than an hour left for debate on the Civil and 


|| Diplomatic Appropriaton bill, and.as the gentle- 
| man from Onto (M ‘ 


| tleman the full benefit of the time, wotfld move 
that the House resolve itself into Committee of the | 


| enable the bill from the Senate (on the Speaker’s 
|| table) in relation to mineral lands to be taken up, | 
feeling is appeased. The American || 
Jook now calmly on the question which we || 1 

e consi || motion of Mr. Coss, and having been decided in | 
|| the affirmative, 
What are the purposes which || 
ihope to obtain? How far have youadvanced | 
wards their accomplishment by the brilliant op- || 
ons which your army have exhibited? Why | 
army in the heart of Mexico? What do you | 


|| upon the war with Mexico, and after touching on 
f your object || é ‘ 
|| by adverting to its consequences; but as the expi- 


turer—by men | 








- Baker, resigned; who | 


The SPEAKER. announced that the business | 
ports. , | 
Mr. COBB said, that as there was something 


r. Roor] was entitled to the | 
floor, he, (Mr. C.,) with a view to give that gen- | 


Whole on the state of the Union. 
But Mr. C. waived the motion for amoment, to 


and referred to the appropriate committee. 
The question having then been taken on the 


The House resolved itself into Committee of the | 
Whole on the state of the Liion, (Mr. Huncer- | 
rorp, of New York, in the chair,) and resumed 
the consideration of the bill making appropriations 
for the civil and diplomatic expenses of the Gov- 
ernment. 

Mr. ROOT, of Ohio, said, that when he occupied 
the floor on a former occasion, in some remarks 


its origin and progress, he had intended to conclude 


ration of his hour had precluded it at that time, he 
would devote a portion of the time allowed to him 
this morning (which was but fifty minutes in all) 
to the consideration of that branch of the subject. 

The consequences of this war had seemed to him, | 
from its commencement, so obviously and unde- | 
niably evil, so certainly dangerous to the South as | 
wellas the North, to the West as well as the East, 
that he had until recently hoped there would be | 
found in Congress, enough of wisdom and patriot- | 
ism to foresee, and, so far as practicable, to pre- | 
vent them. ‘That they might, in a good degree, | 
be prevented by putting a stop to the war, he had | 
not doubted; but he had been disappointed. The | 
majority had determined it should proceed, at all 
hazards and at any cost. 

He did not think, however, that all who were 
so ready here to vote supplies really approved the 
war they were supporting. He did not doubt that 
a majority wished in their hearts that the war was 
siden and would act in conformity with their sen- 
timents, if they could be sure that others would 
act with them. This might possibly seem strange 
to persons at a distance who.did not look upon the 
proceedings of this House, and were not person- 
ally acquainted with its members; and they would 
very naturally ask why there should be such a 
difference between the opinions and the acts of 
honorable gentlemen. Mr. R. flattered himself 
that he could give the true (though he would not 
say it was.a sufficient) reason why many gentle- 
men here did act, in this matter, differently from 








what they thought. In doing this, however, he 
meant to observe those laws of decoram which 
ought ever to prevail in a deliberative assembly, 


|| tive ofa: free 


|| afterwards been 


| too cunning for that; they, were 


sponsibility in the Representatives: of the 


|| It was better suited to a Turkish drecnehasttarains 


Hall; it would better become the lips of some trib= 
utary ofan Eastern despot than of the 
le. It would’ have ( 
the most abject British Parliament since the days 
of that bloated tyrant, Henry VIII. What would 
oldJJohn Hampden have said to sucha doctrine 
as this? It was such pretensions and such arbi- 
trary doctrines that the unhappy Charles I. ex- 
piated on the scaffold. No man would dare to 
maintain such a doctrine in England now. The 
rule there was, when the Parliament lost confidence 
in the Government, to withhold supplies. When 
the Prime Minister of Great Britain asked appro= 
os of money, the Commons were in the 
abit of inquiring what he wanted to do with it: 
Se long as Mr. R. had a seat on that floor, the 
President must show him that he wanted —s 
for a purpose that he approved, or he never 
get it with his consent. Gentlemen -bawl 
‘‘'Treason, treason,’’ till they were black in the 
face; they might bring out their whole vo- 
cabulary as soon as they pleased, and give it an 
airing for his benefit; it would have not the least 


|| effect upon him. 


Then there was another set in this House which 


|| consisted of members who seemed to'think that all 
'| wars were popular, no matter what they were for: 


These gentlemen seemed to have read just 


| of the history of their country to khow that we 
| once. had a war somewhere about the 


ear 1812, 
with Great Britain, and that there was a 
eral party who opposed that war, which had 
Cobden, up and reduced to é 
As we were now ina war of some kind, they 
not be caught voting against it, not they; they were 
ved to take 
warning from the fate of the Federal party. They 
were resolved that if the people wantedwar, 
should have it to their heart’s contents but if they 
preferred peace, these gentlemen were j willing 
that they should have that. Now, Mr. R. thought 
it would very sensibly diminish the warmth of the 
martial zeal of these gentlemen if a in- 


| formed of the real fate of thevold 


The gentleman from Illinois [Mr. Fiexum) had 
very solemnly warned them to beware of a fate 
like that of Daniel Webster; he said that er 
was down, and never'would rise. Mr. R. would 
like the gentleman to tell the House how far such 
statesmen as he were forced to stoop to get sua 
of Daniel Webster. No man here would 

such a fall for him.: 





Mr. FICKLIN here rose and said, he did not 
know whether the gentleman had meant to allude 
to him in what he had just said. i 

Mr. ROOT said he was the gentleman he had 
alluded to. ‘ (sas 

Mr. FICKLIN then said that in what he had 
said in relation to the fate of Mr. Webster he had 
been actuated by no ill-will towards him;,om the eon- 
trary, he considered him one of the ablest and most 
influential men in the country; but he had added 
that, with all his talents, he had failed of success 
because of his opposition to the late war, but that 








Henry Clay sned infinitely higher than he did, or 
ever | ee account of his having zealously ad- 
a oats believes that this was the su 

Gimee of . F.*s explanation; in Letannaary 


little of it. 
Mr. ROOT. Yes ; the gentleman thought him 












avery man, and yet old Federalism could 
run such a man down, so that he never need hope 
to rise again. It was a terrible fate. But why 


had Daniel Webster fallen thus immeasurably 
low? Only because he would not condescend to 
ride the Democratic party. He might have ridden 
that party long ago, to his heart’s content. That 
party were ready to be ridden by any old Federal- 
Large Agate take the trouble to mount it. In 
fact, it was impatient to be so ridden. There it 
stood, ready saddled and med, and shaking | 


its ears and pawing the , eager to be mounted. 
Old Federalists used itat pleasure. They had 
hipped and spurred, held in and let out, just as 


w 

they pleased; and all the while it was delighted 
with the burden; it loved it; its back itched for it, 
and it was never so well pleased as when any 


old Federalist got his foot in the stirrup. Half the 
Judges of the Supreme Court had ridden it to their 
present position. It would carry double—ay, and 


treble too. There was the Secretary of State; he 
had ridden till his own hide began to wear through. 
In fact, all who would ride the party could. And 
what concession must they make before they got 
on? Noneatall. They were welcome just as they 
stood, with all their principles about them. The 
old Federal party had, in fact, become merged now 
in the Democratic party; nobody heard of it now- 
a-days, (except from the Organ.) And who now 
heard of the old Republican party? That, too, 
with all its old-fashioned notions of republican 
doctrine, that, too, was merged, but in the Whig 
party. But some of the old Federalists scorned 
to ride the Democratic party; and that alone was | 
the reason why Daniel Webster was not riding | 
tantivy towards the White House. Mr. R. said 








the Democratic party was the greatest godsend the || 


Federalists had ever had. 
created for their use. 


It seemed to have been 
It was an excellent nag— 


ity to go down hill; and would bear just as man 
riders as could get on or hang on, by mane or tail. [ 
laugh.] The stock of Federal riders was nearly 
used up, and it wanted new ones who would go 
for this war. These were exactly the jockeys it 
would like. 

There were others in the House who first voted | 
supplies under the impression that the war was | 
but a little matter, that would soon be over—a sort 
of training-day parade, after. which they would | 
have glorious fun ‘‘ revelling in the Halls of the 
Montezumas.” They had gone into it without 
much thought or reflection; but they were now be- 
coming very unpleasantly sensineed of their error; 
they would gladly back out; but their consistenc 
—ah, there was the rub! How could they bac 
out now, after having shown so much heroism in 
rushing into the war? Yet he thought that some 
of them eventually would; they would at last over- 
come their personal pride, and yield to the exigen- 
ey of the public good. 

Others feared that, if this war should be con- 
demned, the sentence would extend to them; and 
so they were for braving it out: and these men | 
hoped to make a litile political capital out of it. | 
But men never were more mistaken in the world. | 


They were willing to make Buncombe out of blood || 


—the blood and sufferin 
in his line; they were welcome to have all that to 
themselves. hese gentlemen were in a pitiable 
position; they felt there was something wrong 
about the war, and so they were willing to com- 
promise the matter by voting supplies, and scold- 
ing all the while. These ee assumed to be 
the peculiar guardians of the national honor. They 
were constantly ens that the President 
did _—_. fastenough. Why had henot overrun 
the whole of Mexico longsince? Why not march 


of men. That was not 


What infamotsdelay! How dilatory our Admin- 
istration was! Why did it not send more men 
and more munitions, and push on more vigorously? 


1] 


'| said, If that was the case you would 
|| of it. 
easy to catch, never shyed; had a natural procliv- || 


| 


| 


| 
| 


} 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 


| 
| 


| 


| 





These men would be t up all standing yet. 
The people to in a way they little 
dreamed of. They had forgotten the glorious old | 


‘Mowe underwhich the Whigs had t so long— 
ther be right than be 


ident. *’ at 








in every blow; but now these gentlemen were 
taking up another motto, the after-dinner motto, 
** I think I could kill one Mexican.” 

Gentlemen said that the war must go on, and 
that the people were patriotic and would bear any 
necessary amount of taxation. Then why did 
they not put on the taxes? If Mr. R. believed, as 
these gentlemen professed to believe, that this war 
was just and necessary, and was forced upon us 
and n by Mexico, he would vote the Presi- 
dent forty millions, and tax the country to raise 
the money. But what did these valiant war gen- 
tlemen do? Did they lay on the taxes necessary 
to raise what they had themselves voted? No: 
they dare not lay on one dollar of them. They dare 
not do it. And the moment they tried it, the people 
would rise up against them. What a spectacle did 
they present! Higgling and disputing about a lit- 
tle paltry tea and coffee tax, that would possibly 


| raise the price of coffee a cent a pound, or a cent 


and-a-half, and perhaps not raise it at all. And 
there was such a dust kicked up about this tea and 


| coffee tax that it seemed to be the main question in 


this war of theirs. They knew in their hearts the 


| people were not with them; they knew the people 
| were opposed to the war, and they dare not tax 


them for its support. Let them come up to the 
scratch; let them only try it, and they would soon 
find out how the matter stood. To what miserable 
shifts were they not resorting? They had not the 
money; but they would not tax the people to get 
it. And what did they do? 


undeniable Wolverine wild-cat; and, to make the 
resemblance perfect, they propose to put upon its 
bills ** feal estate pledged.’’ (Much laughter.] 
They undertook to give the public Jands as secu- 
rity. A mass of false, filthy, irredeemable rags 
was all they would have with which to carry on 


|| this war. 


{Mr. J.J. MCDOWELL here interposed and 
in favor 


Mr. ROOT. You keep cool. This is too deep 
water for you. 


Mr. McDOWELL said something in reply not | 


distinctly heard.] 

eines ROOT continued. There were to be 23,000,- 
and 5,000,000 more of land scrip—33,000,000 of 
dollars in all. That was their means to carry on 
a war! They bad made our Government a poor 
mendicant; they had sent it, on its knees, to the 
money-lenders; they made it a beggar—a beggar 
trying to barter away its rags among the Shylocks 
in Wall street. 
with wounds and bruises and putrifying sores, and 
verily the dogs were coming to lick them. ‘Ihat 
was the condition to which they had brought the 
once proud and powerful Government of the Uni- 
ted States. And all this in little more than one 
year! They had had the Government less than two 
years, and this was what they had brought it to. 


A year ago it had a full treasury—buta little debt, | 


and ample means to pay that, and an abundant 


| revenue; and where was it now? 


But the war must go on: that question was set- 
tled. And now, therefore, Mr. R. was for looking 
a kittle at the consequences likely tw follow, and 
trying to prepare for them. 

We should run up an immense national debt. 
How much, God only knew; but enough to grind 


| the American people for half a century to come. 


The debt must be met by taxes—and taxes of the 
surest and quickest return—on necessaries of life 


enough to bring tears into the eyes of the chairman 
of the Committee of Ways and Means, and wrap 


up Commissioner Edwards till he could not be seen | 
| or heard from once a week. 


to the city of Mexico at once, straight ahead? || 


These were among the least of the evils which 
this war would entail upon us. The immense de- 
struction of human life and the demoralization of 
our citizens were far greater evils. To bring fifty 
thousand of our young men, mechanics and agri- 
culturists, out of the walks of private life into such 


a 
Need Mr. R. tell any intelligent man that the 
army—every army—was but one regular system 


|| They were all, white, 











of servitude and slavery? There could beno such 
thing as an tens edldier till the freeman was 
lost and obliterated—till he yielded himself » 
body and mind, to the mere absolute will and dix, 
position of his superiors. An army, to 
anything, must be under despotism--the choo} 
of servitude—into which they brought free 7 
young Americans and taught them (what they 
never would learn elsewhere servility, ahi 
Another consequence would be, that we should 
have an abundance of new Mexican ‘‘fellow-citi.. 
zens.’’ Yes, that was the word. Gentlemen y 
| were so immovably prejudiced on the 
color and complexion were preparing to n 
with honorable Representatives from the 
Chihuahua, or New Mexico, or Coah 
scendants of the old Spaniards with a con. 
siderable daslvof the negro and the Indian in them 
and these were to come =_— that floor, and be ag 
| good as any of them, (and he believed they would 
| be quite as good as some at least with whom they 
were oj 
























































































| would have to associate here;) nay, 
| **fellow-citizens’’ already. General 
| made them such by the power of his : 
lack, or yellow, without 
| distinction of color, adopted as citizens of the Unk 
ted States with us. Well, that was the true 
trine. Mr..R. had no very strong prejudice against 
| color or caste; but gentlemen he had it strong 
dua a 
















| ought to understand what was before 
hen we were to have a vast stretch of 
territory; but he wished gentlemen to 











| 


0 of new treasury notes, and 5,000,000 of the old, | 


There it stood, begging, covered | 


|| which we could not ourselves produce. In addi- | 
tion to this, we should have a pension roll long 


y as our Mexican army! What was it? | 


= ee get the right of soil to so much as a single atre of © 
t up a great Gov- 


| ernment bank—a regular wild-cat—a full-grown 


| him; he did not say that the Government 






+ 
| it. No, that was all appropriated long ago. “ 
| Government might get the jurisdiction, 











|| the right of soil they would get none of it—no mo 








| than would the British Government, if it 
| now conquer old Pennsylvania. The old Dutch 
| farmers would continue to hold their rend 

as 












| they did now; and so it would be here, 
| to Government property, oe had nothing 
|| some old copper, and we had already enough of 
|| that; so that he concluded it would turn out to be 
|| @ very poor speculation. But have it we must: 
|| that was settled. He believed that no greater ca- 
|| lamity could befall this country. We should get 
|| the territory, and with it would come domestic 
| strife, that bitterest curse of free governments, It 
|| must come. A majority of the people, a majority 
of the States, a majority of the constituencies of 
that House, had determimed that there should be 
in this Union no more slave territory. Let not 
ae judge the future by the past; if they 
id, in this matter, they would most assuredly be 
|| mistaken. Gentlemen of the South might affect 
| to disregard the warning; and now, before theevil 
| day was come, they might disregard it, if they 
| thought best. But when that day did come— 
when they heard in their ears that awakening cry, 
‘“‘ Ho! freemen of the North! to the rescue!” then 
they would i ge to remember that they had been 
warned, and in time. 

But gentlemen asked whether Congress had 
authority to exclude slavery from conquered 
'| tory? He answered, yes; it had authority. If 
any gentleman wanted proof of this, let him read 
the language of Mr. Madison on an abolition 
| tion in 1790, when that profound constitutional 
statesman, one of the authors of the Federalist 
expositors of the Constitution, declared that Con- 

ress had that power over the Territories of the 

nion. A gentleman from Virginia, [Mr. James 
McDoweE t,] last evening, wanted to know from 
a colleague of his oe. Titpex] whether any Vir- 
ginian had ever held that Congress had any power 
over the subject. He answered that gentleman, 
yess there had: and here lay the proof on the 

fore him, ready to be consulted by any i 
man, but he had not the time to read it, He at 
swered that he had the proof, and held himself 
bound to produce it. : 

But, supposing he could not quote on this sul- 
ject the opinions of such men as Wilson and P 
son by the hundred, he asked gece if there 
was any difficulty? They asked him whore Oe 
gress got its authority to “govern territory? Be 
answered, just where they found the power to ac- 
quire territory. Show him the constitutional pow: 
er to acquire this Mexican territory, and he wou 
show them the constitutional power to govern it 
If southern gentlemen had authority 0 © = 
the Mexicans from it, northern gendemen had ae 
power to exclude slaves from it. If they of 
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ates could get it by authority, they of the 

tes could govern it by authority. — 
should have thought of this before 
need into this war of conquest. The — 
d slept at the North for thirty years. Both 
nd Democrats there had held the doctrine 
States Government had nothing to 
: slavery, either the one way or the other, 
neither restrict it nor extend it. True, 
nong them « third party, that now called 
‘the “ Liberty party,” and they had always 
Jed that Congress had the power and the 
- But, in this state of things, what did the 
}do? ‘They joined with this Liberty party in 
sctrine that Congress had power over the 
et. They not only claimed that Congress pos- 
d the power, but they had actually exercised 
i it openly and confessedly before the 
|. in the uisition of Texasy which was 
xed to the United States expressly for the 
ose of preserving and extending the institu- 
sfalavery. Yes, it was the South, who, join- 
emselves with the northern Liberty party, 
ited ‘the question of authority. They had 
sleft to the North the simple choice as to how 
jeshould be exercised—a question that was very 
settled at the North. If the authority of Con- 
s was to be exerted at all in the matter, it was 
be against slavery, and not for it; to 
trict, not to extend it. And so it would be ex- 
; on this all concerned might certainly calcu- 
why? Because the North had the 

felt it her duty to put it forth. 
d gentlemen be unaware of the absurdities 
ich their zeal for slavery had carried them? 
‘they forgotten the Missouri compromise? 
> They profess that they knew perrectly well at the 
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 Tehany such compromise line; they thought it was 
| got legally binding; (he spoke not now of moral or 
Donorable obligation.) And did they want to have 
nother such compromise? If that was the sort of 


“ 























i) 





ne of it. But these very gentlemen claimed a 
EB ident, but for his subordinates, his under- 
igs, his creatures. They claimed it for Commo- 
on and General Kearny; it was claimed 
fmilitary and naval commanders had not only 
te power in the Territories, but authority to 
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His answer was, No; 
In- 





this —— now ?”’ 
ey could not be brought up to it. 
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time would come when met it must be. 











re up among representatives of the free States. 
ey could not be used but once. The mere touch 
aman for such a purpose destroyed his future 
















































yn and 
‘head in shame before his old neighbors; nay, 






















‘would be successful. 








to their northern brethren—to their mag- 
¥—to their sense of justice. They asked, 
much earnestness and apparent candor, was 


























| Sty of the whole Union, and which had been ac- 

ited by the common blood and treasure of the 
, ana ofthe North? Ay! Mr. R. was glad 
a so reasonable; and he would 
Hy Meet it, and say, ‘*Come, let us reason to- 
ner.”” Whose blood and whose treasure was 
‘Mthat had obtained Louisiana? that had obtained 
: ? that had obtained Texas? Had not the 
_ orth poured forth both blood aud treasure most 
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knew that southern gentlemen made strong | 


r, was it right, to exclude southern men from | 
& territory which was the common prop- || 


| 


} 
| 


Were they not the common property of the whole 
Union? And yet had not the men of the South 
got the whole of these territories for Soe peselar 
institution? Had they not as truly men 
of the North from settling there, as it was now 
proposed to exclude men of the South with their 
slaves from the new territories of Mexico? As- 
suredly they had. And now he said to these fair 
and candid gentlemen, was it not time for them te 
stand back and let the North help herself a little 
too? Whether they were willing to do this or 
not, the North meant they should. She said to 
the South, Wait till we get up with you; stand 
aside till we get a fair share; and then you may, 
with a better grace, talk to us about equality. 
Gentlemen of the South professed to doubt the 
ability of the North to carry out its purpose. He 


knew they were brave; he knew that they would | 


do as much as any people in those circumstances 


could do; but he should like to know how south- |! 


ern gentlemen were going to manage when the cri- 


|| siscame? They were very confident of their power 
|| to manage both their black and white slaves. They 
|| certainly had managed their white slaves admirably 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| 
| 


| 


well. 
as despotical 
Yes, southern gentlemen held up their heads here, 
and smiled at a suggestion of danger. They were 


able to take care of themselves—they were safe and | 


| fearless. It might be so; but how happened it, that 
| if a colored cook or scullion from the North arrived 
| in the harbor of Charleston, before he set his foot 
| on the wharf they grabbed him, and had him awa 


to jail. Did this.look as if they felt very safe? If 
there came a long awkward Yankee among them, 
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The ‘ 
in order when made, ngs 1 Me sete ig dia 2 lisunpcain: 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Then there is no mo- 


tion before the committee, and so none for me to — 





withdraw. \ cise ests ubateg ae 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the item * For 
compensation of the Second the clerks 
and messenger in his office,” &c., by si g out 
the words *‘ $15,250,” and inserting, in li eof, 
‘and for one additional clerk, at an anuual salary 
of $1,200, $16,450.’ to. 


{ 
if 





f wer were going to treat their black ones | 
y and oppressively, God pity them! | 





‘| and he stood by while they were laying the lash || 


time that Congress had no legal authority to estab- | 


upon one of their slaves, and he should chance, 
with the peculiar whine of his com 


‘** Why, what are we abaout? Do ye beat a man 


| down here as if he was an ox?’ why did they in- 


|| Stantly turn upon him and cry, ** You rascal! do | 


|| you dare to interfere with our peculiar institution ?”’ 


|| of Judge 
authority, not for Congress, not for | 


now proposed, the North would have || 


And happ 
ynch, and did not find himself sus 
ed from the nearest tree. Did this look as if they 


|| felt very fearless at home? Ifa pamphlet, with a 
|| wretched scratch of a picture on its title page, rep- | 
|| resenting an overseer with a cart-whip in his hand, 


i} 
| 


| 
| 


Up civil governments there; to appoint magis- | 
enact laws, and to perform that highest act 
ignty, the admission of foreigners to citi- || 
All this could be done by a general or a |) 
en: but not by Congress, 
But gentlemen had asked him: ‘‘Are you sure ] and the struggle which such a question must stir 
ea: bring up the northern representatives to | 


vays had been some recreants from the North. 


| 


it 


deed, he sight say he was sure thcre were some | 
9 would prove recreant to their duty. There | 


| 


|| even now, if they would. 
ed not how many ‘‘dough faces”’ they could | 


i 
i 








and a slave with his hands tied, was circulated 


there, why was a flame kindled up from one end || 
of the South to the other about ‘‘incendiary publi- | 


cations ?”’ And why was the book forthwith burnt? 
Was not this rather a queer way of showing a con- 
sciousness of strength—a sense of security ‘ 

Mr. R. said he could not contemplate the strife 


up, without the deepest horror. And he told gen- 
tlemen once more that the North never would, 
never could suffer another foot of slave territory, 
or another slave State to come into this Union. If 
the strife should come, gentlemen could not say 
they had not been warned. They could prevent it 
But if they rejected 


eaceful counsel, and were deaf to all remonstrance, | 


e the sin and the sorrow upon their own heads. 


|| He protested against the admission of any more || 
| territory; but if gentlemen would precipitate the 
es forever and a day, and these men themselves || 
ew it. They knew that any northern man | 
nose vote should be given against the North on | 
juestion, must make up his mind to brave the | 
execration of his constituents; to hang || 


question upon the country, he trusted he should 


meet it as he ought, and he said to all gentlemen. | 


from the South, “* be you prepared.”’ 
And now, out of respect to his native State, and to 
the memory and the rights of Daniel D. ‘Tompkins, 


| once her patriotic Governor, he would yield the 
make his wife ashamed for him. Mr. R. did || 
_ Bt know how the matter nffght eventuate at the || 
_ Piesent time. He presumed there would be at- | 
to dodge the question, and it was possible | 


floor to his friend, [Mr. Jenxins,] who wished to 
speak to an amendment. 


tee proceeded to vote on amendments pending or 
to be offered. 


Mr. WENTWORTH rose and asked what was | 


the amendment pending. 

The CHAIRMAN said it was to strike out the 
twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth lines, touching the 
President’s salary. 

Mr. WENT 
that he made such a motion. 

The CHAIRMAN said the Clerk had so min- 


uted it. Does the gentleman withdraw the amend- 
|. ment? 
Mr. WENTWORTH. Ihave made no motion 


touching the President’s salary, nor the twenty- 
eight and twenty-ninth lines. 


ORTH said that it had been said ; 
i || maintenance of the 


|| Office, 
y, to ask, | 


was Jonathan if he escaped the hands || 
nd- i| 


| striking out the sum of * $27,200,” and 


| the amount $6,800. Ag to. 


Mr. McKAY moved to amend the item “ For 


compensation to the First Auditor, the clerks, and. 


messenger in his office,”’ &c., by striking out the 

words * $19,900,”’ and inpestians in lieu the 

‘* and for one additional clerk, at a salary of 

per annum, $21,050." Agreed to. erga 
Mr. McKAY moved to amend the item * For 


compensation of the Register of the Treasury, the. 


by 

™ Ce Agreed to. mE 
t. McKAY moved an amendment to come in. 

under the head of “ In the office of the Register of 

the Treasury,” ‘‘ To pay expenses of 

a further supply of the certificates of registers. 

vessels and lists of crews, $2,000.’ to. 

_ Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to amend the 

item ‘‘ For compensation of the Chief of the Bu- 


clerks, messenger, assistant 9? Gets, 


_reau of Medicines and Surgery, and to the clerka, 


| assistant-surgeon, and messe 


nger in his 
$6,600,”’ by striking out the sum $600,” 
inserting, in lieu thereof, ** 80 as to make 


_ Mr. HENLEY moved to amend the bill by 
inserting, at the end of the items for the Patent 
e following; which was agreed to: 

‘* For the purchase of such scientific works as are: neces- 
sary for the use of the Patent Office, $1,000. sud 

‘For the collection of agricultural statistics and other 
oo $3,000 Bethea That portion of the report of the 
Sommissioner of Patents relating to agricultural subjects 
shall not exceed four hundred 

“ Which several sums, amounting in the whole to $4,000, . 
shall be paid out of the patent fund,” os 


Mr. SAWYER moved to strike out the item 


| For compensation of four assistants, draw-keepers 


‘at the Potomac bridge, including oil. for lamps. 


| « $4,990.” 


/ 


| 
| 
’ 
| 








My motion was | 


merely the usual one, to strike out the whole of |) «' , nh 
the first section—a motion made simply to hang || of sick and disabled seameny@12 000, 


to win and keep these immense territories? |] a speech upon. 
. . 


i 


c ‘ ; _ || the treasury as may be nec 
The hour of twelve having arrived, the commit- | 


‘and machinery, fire-wood, and repairs of bridge, 
This amendment was disagreed to... 
Mr. RATHBUN moved to amend the bill t 
inserting, at the end of the items under the 

of ** Judiciary,’’ the following: 
“The Secretary of the Treasury is 


hereby authorized to” 
| pay to Griffin Tompkins, Hannah Ellsworth Westervelt, wife 


of John Westervelt, Sarah Ann, wife of Archibasd Gordon, 


Minthorne Tompkins, Daniel H. Tom Susan 
wife of Richard G. Smith, and Ray children of 


Daniel D. Tompkins, deceased, each one-eighth part of 
49,795 02. and to the children of Arrietta M. Thompson, 
eceased, also the eighth part of the sum of $49,795 02,” 

The CHAIRMAN (Mr. Dromeooze) ruled the 
amendment out of order. : 

Mr. RATHBUN appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 

But the decision of the Chair was sustained, and 
the amendment declared out of order. 

Mr. M. L. MARTIN moved to amend the bill 


| by inserting, at the end of the items under the head 


of * Judiciary,”’ the following: 
“ For salaries of Governor, three judges, and Secretary, 
100 


100. 
‘« For contingent expenses of said Territory, $350. 
‘< For compensation and mileage of members of the 
lative Assembly, pay of officers and attendants, 
stationery, fuel,and other incidental and contingente 
$13,700: Provided, That only so much of the foregoing appr” 
priations for Wisconsin Territory shall be wii rrom 
essary to the expenses of 
said Territory until the formation of a 
therein, and the admission of said State into the Union.” 


This amendment was to. 
Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to amend the bill 


| by striking out the item “ For compensation and 
| contingent expenses of the auxiliary guard ,$6,675.”” 


Agreed to. 

Mr. HUNGERFORD moved to amend the bill 
by reducing the amount * For the port and 
nitentiary of the District of 
Columbia” from $8,610 94, to $7,389 46. Agreed 


to. ; 
Mr. McKAY moved to amend the Bill by insert- 
ing after the item “ For the sw and a 
nance of the penitentiary of the District of Col 
bia’’ the following, which was WM see, 
«To make good the deficiency in the fund for the relief 


Mr. FARAN, by direction of the Committee-on 
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‘Public Buildings‘ and ‘Grounds, moved to amend 


en castemnnen 


of the wall 


to nee irs to the southern abutment of the 
bridge Siodls Poliecyivanta avenue and Second street, over 
‘Tiber creek, new basin at fountain, and repairing jets d’eau, 
ee: and. wooden spades, and gardener’s salary, 


annual repairs of President’s House, gardener’s sal- 


ary, laborers and cartage, tools, lime, twine, leather, nails, 
stakes, straw for plants and oi) for jamps, manure for garden 
and and Lafayette Square, repairs of fence at Foun- 


tain Square, Lafayette Square, and President’s garden, and 
gardener, $3,806 25.” 
« For annual of the Columbia Fire Company 


and the Franklin Company, #100,” 

Mr. GEORGE W. JONES moved to amend 
the bill, by mat tb - item c me — 
compensation, at each, to the district judges || 
of Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, Mississippi, 
and Alabama, under the provisions of the first sec- || 
tion of the act of 17th June, 1844, $4,000.” This || 
amendment was agreed to. | 

Mr. WOODWORTH moved to amend the bill | 
by inserting after the item ‘ For contingent ex- | 

nses under the act for the collection and safe- 

eeping, transfer, and disbursement of the public 
revenue, &e., the following: ‘‘ To enable the Clerk || 
of the House of Representatives to pay for the | 
books furnished:to the members of the House of | 
Répresentatives of this Congress, who had re- || 
ceived them by the order of the House of the 3d of 
August last, and for books furnished under former | 
resolutions to members of this House, $72,205 27.’’ || 
This amendment was agreed to. i] 

Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to amend the || 














bill by inserting after the item “For compiling, || 
ee: and binding the Biennial Register,” the || 
lollowing; which was agreed to: 


“To reimburse the owners the principal specie value of || 
loan office and final settlemeut certificates which may be 
produced and exhibited, the sum of $5,000: Provided, That 


| 
\/ 
| 


surplus fund, as in ordinary cases, but shall remain subject 


to meet the claims that may arise from time to time: nd | 
provided, t no greater amount of interest be allowed on | 
the said certificates than would have been allowed had they | 
been funded under the act of the 4th August, 1790.7 | 


Mr. J. R. INGERSOLL moved to amend the 
the following; which was agreed to: 


at Twin Island, on the Ohio river, above the falls, 86,497 25; | 
the account be first settled by the proper account- 
ing Officer of the Treasury Department.” 
» Mr. McK AY moved to strike out the item “ For | 
interest, payable 10th August, 1847, and 10th Feb- 


ruary,; 1848, on $320,000 ane cent. stock, issued || 


and interest of the || 


for the payment of princi 
fourth and fifth instalments of the Mexican indem- | 
nity, due in April and July, 1844, per act of the | 
10th August, 1846, $16,000." Agreed to. 

Mr. WENTWORTH moved to amend the bill | 
by striking out of the item “ For salaries of 238 
keepers and 16 assistant keepers of light-houses,”’ 
&c., the words “and superintendent on Lake 
Michigan.’ A to. 

Mr. McK AY moved to amend the bill by insert- 
ing after the item for the salaries of Ministers to 
Great Britain, France, Russia, &c., the following: 
** For outfit of a Minister to Mexico, $9,000.” 


oe to. 
r. GRINNELL moved to amend the second 
section by inserting therein the following, which 
‘was rejected: 

«For deficiency in the iation for the sal 
late Commissioner to the Sandwich Islands, $4,280 


to the 
of inte.” 
_Mr. DA P. KING moved to amend the 
bill by , after the item “ For salaries of the - 
. and marshal of Texas,’’ &c., the | 
tof balance of salary due 
Commissioner to the d- 


8, to 
Y moved to amend the 
a . lari 


of the 


, agree - 
and estimate of the Secretary | 











bill-by adding 
of treasurers of | 


.. to the direction of the accounting officers of the treasury, || 
it 
| 
} 


bill by inserting immediately after the preceding, || 








the mint at eerie and sear at New 
Orleans,” &c., the following: ** Pre That the 
salaries of the assistant treasurers and their clerks, 
and the additional salaries of the treasurers of the 
mint, shall commence only from the day on which 
they respectively entered upon the di of 
their several offices.” to. 

Mr. McDANIEL offered an amendment, to 
come in at the end of the bill, (of which the Re- 
porter was unable to obvain a copy.) 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out 
of order. é 

Mr. McKAY moved to amend the bill by add- 
ing at the end thereof the following. Ag’ to. 

“For compensation of two clerks in the office of the Fourth 
Auditor, at $1,000 each per annum, $2,000. 

“ For contingent expenses including stationery and blank 
books, in the office of the Second Auditor, $295. 

“ For outstanding claims for the late mission to China, to 
be settled by the Secretary of State-upon principles of equity 
and justice, a sum not exceeding $7,700.” 

Mr. HENLEY moved to amend the bill b 
adding at the end thereof an amendment, whic 
the reporter believes was in relation to the mile- 
age of Senators and members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives, eros the mileage of Senators 
and members should be computed according to the 
shortest mail route, &c. 

The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out 
of order. 

Mr. HENLEY appealed from the decision of 
the Chair. 


The question was then stated, Shall the decision || 


stand as the judgment of the committee ? and deci- 
ded in the affirmative; and the decision of the Chair 
was sustained. 


to his motion to strike out the items ‘‘ For the pur- 
‘chase of begks for the Congress Library, 
and ‘* For the purchase of books for the law libra- 
ry, $1,000,” made yesterday, and asked that the 
vote might be taken. 


The CHAIRMAN decided the amendment out || 
| of order, as those items had been read and agreed || . , i ’ 
|| praying the om of measures to bring the ex- 


to before the gentleman [Mr. Sawyer] had made 
the motion to strike out. 


Mr. DOUGLASS moved to add, at the end of | 
|| the bill, the following: ** For expenses incurred in 
| the support of Africans recaptured and landed on || 
the coast of Africa in the year 1845 from on board || 


no part of the sum so appropriated shall be carried to the || of the barque Pons, 


15,000.”? 
of order. 


the Chair. 
The question was stated, and the decision of the 


|| Chair was sustained, and the amendment accord- | 


ingly decided out of order. 
he bill and amendments were then reported tc 


| the House. 


«To pay Swan and Palmer for work executed by them || 


And the question being on concurring in the said 


amendments and ordering the bill to a third read- || 


ing— 

‘Mr. WOODWORTH demanded the previous 
question. 

There was a second. And the main question 
was ordered to be now put. 

The amendments were concurred in, and the bill 
(having been ordered to a third reading now) was 
read a third time and passed. 

On motion of Mr. DANIEL, the House then 


| resolved itself into Committee of the Whole, (Mr. 


Wryruror in the chair,) and proceeded to the con- 
sideration of the bills on the private calendar. 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 


of Simon Spaulding, deceased; 


A bill for the relief of the legal representatives | 


of William Bunce, deceased; 

A bill for the relief of Martha Clark; 

A joint resolution for the relief of M. A. Price 
and E. A. White; 

Were severally read and ordered to be reported 
to the House without amendment. 

A bill for the relief of the heirs of John Smith T. 


|| was amended, and so ordered to be reported. 


The committee rose, and the chairman reported 


T the three first-mentioned bills und joint resolution 
|| to the House, and the last bill as amended. 


Mr. DANIEL moved that the House again re- 
solve itself into Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. HOGE moved to adjourn, which motion 
was rejected. 


Mr. DANIEL moved a call of the House; the 


motion was rejected; thereupon, 
The House adjourned. 


| Committee on Indian Affairs. 




















. _IN SENATE. 


Saturpay, February 6, 1847. 
The Journal of yesterday was read at 
Mr. ALLEN presented a petition of eitiz 
Ohio, praying a grant of land to aid i 
struction of a railroad from Lake Mi 
Pacific Ocean; which was referred to the 
on Public Lands; by 
Also, the proceedings of a public meet 
the court-house of Belmont county, Ohio, to take 
into consideration our present relations with Mey 
co, the manner in which the war now existing wir 
that country has been conducted, and the meap 
es to its vigorous and successful Ben ’ 
tion; which were read, and laid on the table. 
Mr. MANGUM presented the memorial of Wilke . 
liam H. Thomas, agent for the eastern Cherokees, ; 
praying an equitable adjustment of their ¢ 
der the treaty of 1835-6; which was refi 


2, 


Mr. BREESE presented the petition ¢ 





| miah Brush, asking for a pension; whi 


5 





|| mittee on Private Land Claims. fn 
Mr. SAWYER called the attention of the Chair || 


000,” | from the a 
nm, execution of the treaty of 1842 with the Ser ‘ 
|| Indians; which was referred to the Comn pon 
|| Indian Affairs. x a 


|| indemnity for the aggressions oe ae 
Mr. DOUGLASS appealed from the decision of | wr 


| tain an unalterable fundamental artiele or provision 


|| for the relief of Joseph Watson; whi 


| been referred the bill from the House 


|| amendment. 















































ferred to the Committee on Pensions, ~ 
Also, a series of resolutions adopted b 
gislature of [linois, in reference to the grad 
cession of the public lands, the improve 
Mississippi river and the lake harbors, an 
| ing pensions. to persons employed inthe 
| service of the United States during 
| which were ordered to be printed. 
Mr. WEBSTER presented the pe 
Baptiste Beaubien, praying confirmation Of his 
| to a tract of land; which was referred to the! 


Mr. W.also presented the petition of cit 
Monroe county, New York, praying that the 
awanda band of Indians may be exce 


iy 


Mr. EVANS presented the petition of inhabit 
ants of the town of Bluehill, in the State of Maine, 
| isting war with Mexico to a speetly close; ‘which 
| was referred to the Committee on Foreign Rela- 
tions. xe . iy 
| Mr. DIX presented a series of joint resolu of 

| the Legislature of New York, setting forth that a 


$ || peace with Mexico can be regarded .as he 
The CHAIRMAN decided this amendment out | 


to the United States which shall not 


rights of this country and its citizens; ~ 
any territory is hereafter acquired or annexed,the “= 
act by which it is acquired or annexed should con- © 


| forever excluded; which were ordered to be printet 
Mr. YULEE (on leave) introduced a bill te es- 
tablish a court at Key West, in the State of Flor 
ida; which was read twice, and referred to the 
| Committee on the Judiciary. ; 
Mr. MOREHEAD (on leave) introduced a bill 
to amend the act extending the jurisdiction of the 
district courts to certain cases upon the lakes 
navigable waters connecting the same, ‘ 
the 26th of February, 1845; which was read twice, 
and referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
Mr. JOHNSON, of Maryland, (on leave,) in- 
troduced a bill supplemental to an act 
July, 1846, entitled “An aet to retrocede the ¢ 
ty of Alexandria, in the Distriet of Columbia, to 
the State of Virginia;”? which was read twice, and 


referred to the Committee on the Judiciary. 
| Mr. RUSK, from the Committee of Claims, re- 
ported a joint resolution for the relief of Caleb 


Green; which was read, and passed to the second 


reading. ip 
| Mr. R., from the same committee, reported a bill 
was read, 


whereby oy or involuntary servitude shall be 


coun- 


| and passed to the second reading. 
| Mr. R., from the same committee, 


to whom bad 
for the relief 
of John C. Stewart and others, reported the same 
without amendment. : 
Mr. R., from the same committee, to whom had 
been referred the bill from the House for the relief 
of the estates of Benjamin Metoyer and F 
| Gaiennie, deceased, reported the same without 


Mr. UPHAM, from the a ey 
reported a bill granting a pension to ' 
} ad: widow 0 Jacob Garland, soccael whieh 
| was read and passed to a second reading. 
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OHNSO I. of 
f reported a bill for the relief of 
Sonway; which was read, and passed to 


ne. 


Iso, from the same committee, reported 
of James F. Sotheron; which 
to the second reading. 


AGE ¥ offered the following resolution for 


rene 


, As the opinion of the Senate, that the 
ition of the Legislature of New York, decla- 
‘that if any territory is hereafter acquired by 


h such territory is acquired or annex 
atever such act may be, should contain an un- 
aiterable fundamental article or provision, where- 
very or involuntary servitude, except asa 
snt for crime, shall be forever excluded 
territory acquired or annexed,” is in 
the Constitution of the United States, 
‘with the rights and interests of the 

ch slavery exists. 


ion of Mr. ASHLEY, the prior orders 


eo 


Ost d, and the Senate proceeded, as in 


i States, or annexed thereto, the ae 
> 


of the whole, to the consideration of the 
malate the exercise of the appellate juris- 
the Supreme Court of the United States 
‘cases, and for other purposes. 


BERRIEN moved to amend the bill as fol- 


the word “ Florida,” in the Sth line of the Ist sec- 

rt under and by virtue of tne act of Congress of 

s, entitled “An act suppiementary to the sev- 

iding for the settlement and confirmation of 

ims in Fiorida,’ and under and by virtue of 

ten « An act to provide for me final setdement of 
ius in Fiorida,’ approved 26th May, 1830.” 


“and,” in the same line, insert “ in the || b 
| dressed the Senate to the following effect: 


aleases Which were pending.” 
the word “courts,” in the 4th line of the 4th sec- 


qsert “under aud by virtue of the act of Congress of || 


iy, 1628, entitled ‘An act supplemcaiary to We sev- 
| acts providing for the settlement and confirmation of 
te claims in Florida,’ and under and by virtue of 
: ed “An act to provide for the final setuement 01 
‘Yand claims in Fiorida,’ approved 26t May, 1830.” 
At word “and,” in the same line, insert “ of all 
were pending and undetermined in the.”’ 
word ‘to,”? in the Sth line of the Stu section, 
court of of said ‘Territory, or to.’ 
the 9th and 10th lines of the Sth section, strike out the 
ds “to the Supreme Court of the United States.” 
the end of the Sth section add the words “to the Su- 
it of the United States, which shall have jucisdic- 


a 


r same. 

a new section to the bill as follows: 

5, 6. ind be it further enacted, That any unfinished 
ss, Of proceedings now remaining or pending before 
ge of the superior court at St. Augustine, as a com- 

r, under and by virtue of the “Act for the relief of 


ain | tants of East Florida,” approved 20th June, 
, or under any other act granting special powers or inn- 
gapecial duties upon said judge, be, and the same are 
, itansferred to the judge of the district court of the 
district of Florida, to be proceeded in and finished, 
the same manner provided for by law ; aud the 
judge shail have, exercise, aud » the 
is, powers, and rights, which have, by virtue of 
‘The act oF 26th June, 1834, aforesaid, or otherwise been 
essed and exercised by the said judge of the superior court 
Au e, 80 far as may be necessary to enable the 
istict judge to determine and furnish any matter, busi- 
i [ proceedings now pending and undetermined betore 
We judge of the superior court aforesaid, by virtue of any 
act. 


cod 


er. 
by . ASHLEY expressed a wish for some ex- 


anation of the last amendment. 
Mr. YULEE explained. 
i amendment was then agreed to. 
t. WOODBRIDGE moved further to amend 
Ay adding the following section: 
“ind be it further enacted, That all and singular 
i provisions of this act, so far as may be, shall be, and 
Mey are lereby, made applicabie to all cases which were 
ing oe supreme or other superior courts of and for 
e of Michigan, at the time said Territory 
as a State into the Union, and to all cases in 
ents or decrees have been rendered in said su- 
or court of said late Territory of Michigan, 
ro renewed as aijoresaid by writ of error or 


Peaed 


“#he amendment was agreed to. 
_ S0lurther amendment being offered, the bill was 
ported to the Senate, and the amendments were 


time, 
ge was received from the House of Rep- 
8 informing the Senate that said House 
d an act making appropriation for the 


itre@ in, 
she-biJl was then ordered to be engrossed and 


nses of Government for 


diplomatic ex 
ending une, 1848, and for other 


30th 


Bald bill was read a first and second time, by 








ee 


| the act of the republic of 
| tween that Government and the United States, agreeably to 





Maryland, from the Com- unanimous consent, and referred to the Committee 
on Finance. ’ 


A message was also received from the House of 
Representatives, informing the Senate that said 
House insisted upon its amendments to the bill to 
raise, for a limited time, an additional military 
force, and for other purposes, and had agreed to 
the conference asked for by the Senate, and had 
appointed Messrs. Boryp, Morse, and J. R. In- 
GERSOLL, managers on their part. 

THREE MILLION BILL. 

On motion of Mr. SEVIER, the special order 
was taken up, and the Senate resumed the consid- 
eration, as in committee of the whole, of the bill 
making further appropriation to bring the exist- 
ing war with Mexico to a speedy and honorable 
conclusion. 

The question being upon the following amend- 
ment submitted by the Senator from Michigan 
[Mr. Cass] to the amendment of the Senator from 
Georgia, [Mr. Berrien,) and intended as a substi- 
tute therefor: 

Strike out all after the word “ provided,” and insert: 


| And it is hereby declared to be the true intent and mean 


ing of Congress, in mokeg Ue appropriation, that, as by 
Mexico, a state of war exists be- 


the declaration made by this Congress, ou the 13th day of 
May last, therefore the interest and honor of this country 
require that the said war be vigorously prosecuted to a suc- 


| cessful issue, and that a reasonable indemnity should be 
| obtained from Mexico for the wrongs she has committed 


towards the Government and the citizens of the United 


| States. 


* And it is further declared that the nature and extent of 


| such indemnity are proper subjects, in the first instance, for 
| executive consideration, when negotiations for peace may 
| be opened between this country and Mexico, subject to the 


| 
| 
| 
| 


| action of the Senate on the question of ratification.” 


Mr. REVERDY JOHNSON then rose and ad-. 


Mr. Preswent: The question pending before the 
Senate is on the amendment proposed by the Sen- 


|gtor from Michigan as a substitute for the amend- 
| ment offered by the Senator from Georgia to the 
| bill as reported from the Committee on Foreign Re- 


' 


| propriety of this amendment. 








lations. The single question, therefore, and pro 


| erly the only one before the Senate, is as to the 


But in what Lam 
about to say, it being, perhaps, the only occasion 
on which I may have to trouble the Senate on this 
subject, I propose to myself a wider latitude, and 
to extend my remarks to other matters, as grow- 
ing out of this proposition. And I will venture to 
hope for the indulgence of the Senate for,what I 
may thus feel myself called on to say, because | 
find myself somewhat unexpectedly thrown into 
the discussion of this bill. Nothing, certainly, was 
further from my purpose, in this stage of the de- 
bate, when the Senator from Georgia concluded 
his admirabie speech yesterday. In my simplicity, 
I took it for granted that the amendment submitted 
by the Senator. from Michigan would not be suf- 
fered by him to go to a vote, without his saying a 
single word in its support. It is on its face an im- 


| portant proposition; but it is not on its face an 


amendment obviously connected with this bill. It 


| has been started on the Senate without previous 
| notice, suddenly, and apparently without even con- 


sultation with the Senator’s own political friends, 
It embraces, Mr. President, a high and momentous 


| principle of public policy, a principle not only of 


vital importance in the present condition of the 
country, but of vital importance in any similar 
situation in which the country may hereafter be 


| placed. In this situation, seeing the vote about to 
| be taken, even before time was allowed for the 


presenting of the amendment, I inquired of my 
friend from Michigan if it was not his purpose to 


| make a statement of the grounds on which he had 
| submitted the ee 

| distinctly hear 

| not. 
| friend Santa Ana had proved true to the promise, 


I was answered, as I 
the honorable Senator, that it was 
I could not have been more surprised if our 


either given or implied, under which he was per- 


| mitted to pass through our blockading squadron to 
| enter Mexico, and to head the troops now marshal- 


led in battle-array against us. I pondered for a 
moment, and then came to the conclusion that a 
night’s reflection would be sufficient to satisfy the 
Senator from Michigan that it was no less due to 
the country, than to his own reputation, that a 
proposition of such a character should be defended 
3 all the arguments which his ability could pre- 
sent. .Under this impression I moyed the adjourn- 
ment. But I have taken nothing by my motion. 
The honorable Senator is as still as the grave. 








the President of the = 
to all that it should be defended with ¢ 


ity which the ere ingui Senator 
we havea right toask | id of ligh 
which we ourselves aremot able to furnish. Let 
the effulgent intellect of the Senator from Michigan 
shine upon this ition, that the darkness. of 
our minds may be illuminated, ee . 
es see _ its ae i z 
not yet despair that this “be done, gh 
the prospect is exceedingly di ing. Weyet 
have strong reason for hope. The ican peo- 
ple have a right to expect it; the well-earned rep- 
shvoad, tnvoles dn; publiesaoaeaelin should 
abroad, invokes it; pu will not, 
not, be satisfied without it. His high : 
his long experience, his mature judgment, his 
sense of honor, public and private, cannot fail to 
make the world solicitous to learn the grounds on 
which he places his amendment. And I trust, al- 
ae ewer — has not been able to 
ring my friend from Michigan on the floorto-day, 
that we ahall find himin rp place there on 
Monday next. > & 
What is the proposition? In order oe 
stand it, it is necessary to see what the bill: is: 
which it is proposed thus to amengl ? pn, ~ 
last cnitead ieenenen the President. of the: Uni 
ted States, first in secret and then in.open session, 
asked for an appropriation for the purpose of ne- 
gotiating a peace with Mexico. A bill was ac- 
cordingly d by the House, appropriating two 
millions, but was defeated in the Senate by the 
termination of the session pending its discussion. 
In his annual message at the commencement of 
this session, he reiterates the request. The chair- 
man of the Committee on Foreign Relations has 
reported a bill from that committee, appropriating 
ident 


oe 


not two, but a sum not exceeding three millions,” 
for the purpose of enabling the Pres to 
the war with Mexico to a speedy and benecahe 
termination: and he has accompanied this. with a 
speech, to which, by-and-by, 1 shall pay my re- 
spects. What is this bill? (Mr. J. here. the 
bill, as published in Tuesday’s proceedings, : 
p. 293-5.) ; 
nator from Georgia [Mr. Ber 
aot proposes to append a proviso, rnin 
which it ome m PRON im sie connexion, to 
say anything. en comes the am bee 
way of substitute to that cede ee 
ator from Michigan, [Mr.-Cass,] in which he as- 
sumes to give the grounds on which this appro- 
priation is to be made. As one of the reasons, 
reference is made to the cavses which have pro= 
duced the war. Another consists in a statement 
of the terms on which the war is to be brought to 
a conclusion, as regards the matter of the indem- 
nity which the United States demand, and without 
which, I presume, the war is to be interminable. 
And the third is, that, in order to begin to con- 
clude this war, the President must first act. . ; 
In relation to the first of these grounds, I will ask 
my friend from Michigan to state, at his own good 
pleasure hereafter, why he deemed it necessary, in 
a 


gressional Glebe, 
To this bill the 


a bill appropriating three millions to terminate 
war in which we are engnantet® ines 
erence to the cause and : ofthe war 
he any misgivings in his own breast? Is he a 
prehensive that his own opinion on the subj wi 
not coincide with the opinions soles le of the 
United States, and that the w at. large has 
come to a different conclusion as to the ; 
of the contest? fps 
Mr. J. went on to remark on the of the 


preamble to the law of May 13, 1846, in which 
was declared that the war was bro on by t 


’ 

duced to el the spirit of patriotism w 
prompted them to vindicate the honor of the 

ted States, and to preserve her arms from tarn 

He was not one of those who differed fror 
President and his friends as to the fact stated in 
the preamble. then given his reasons, 
and it was not now necessary to reiterate. t 


A proposition was made at ime to si 
the preamble, but it was a» wn, a 









wees 













. . Bat it did not, So far from bei 


| man of Foreign Relations of the. 

| On every occasion since, when it could be | ll, ond amused eoeerie ne Oeeaeaieied ioe 
done, opportunity offered, the same idea | Senator to have been accurately , to show 
has been reasserted, although not with equal suc- that he had, probably inadvertently, by the haste 


cess. Even on the ane of thanks = the 
commandi neral i army, but a 
day or aon, this declaration was introduced. 
The Senator from Michigan had voted to retain it 
in the resolution, but the effort had failed. And 
now he insists on i 


tion of the Senate had refused to agree, to drive 
( he acquitted the Senator from Michigan 
of any such purpose) the Senate to sanction by 
their vote the proposition that the war is a just and 
necessary war on our part, brought on us by the 
act of Mexico. He (Mr. J.) could readily under- 
stand why such a principle should be adopted in 
any bill which was germain to the matter; but he 
could see no propriety in its incorporation in a bill, 
the sole purpose of which was stated to be the ob- 
taining of a speedy and honorable peace. It was 
entirely inconsistent with the character and object 
of that bill. It had nothing to do with the meas- 


ure with which it was now attempted to be incor- | 


rated. The country, however, had before it the 
age of the preamble of the act of-13th May, 


and would exercise a correct and independent | 


inion regarding it. 
“Frere r. J. read the preamble. ] 


t would be sten that this preamble declares the | 


rt, brought about solely by 
the act of Mexico. The amendment now offered 
contained a uliar declaration. Congress, on 
the 13th May, declared that the war was brought 
on usby the act of Mexico. We now are called 
on, in a bill to terminate the war speedily and hon- 
orably, to insert a declaration that the interests and 
honor of the country require that it shall be vigor- 
ously prosecuted. It was not necessary to cal! 
up the dead to tell us that. A nation involved in 
war is placed in a position in which it is compelled, 
without going out of its way to do it, to use every 
effort to bring it to an honorable termination. But 
that was riot the object of theamendment. It was 

ed as n to a just and honorable ter- 
mination of the war, that full indemnity should be 
obtained from Mexico for the expenditures of the 
Government, and all the wrongs which had been 
inflicted on American citizens. What was the in- 
demnity which was looked for? What is the 
character of the indemnity which is desired? He 
would quote the language of the President of the 
United States, in order that the Senate might be 
reminded of his views on the subject. 


war to be just on our 


{Here Mr. J. read an extract from the Presi- || 


dent’s me ; 

Now, (aid Me. J.,) 1 am sure my friend from 
Michigan is not prepared to say that the President 
claims anything unreasonable in this part of his 
m . Ifthe Senator intends it to be under- 


stood that the war is not to be brought to a termi- || 
nation until Mexico shall have given indemnity | 
for all our expenses during its progress, and fur || 


all claims due to our citizens, how is this to be ob- 


tained? Is it by purchasing a speedy peace, or by | 


@ vigorous prosecution of the war? Why, this 
bill is not reported for the purpose of vigorously 
prosecuting the war. Whenever that has been 
submitted to us as the object to be accomplished, 
on this side the Chamber as well as on the other, 


no Senator has evinced the slightest disposition to | 


refuse all which has been demanded by the Presi- 
dent to -bring the war to a termination by this 
mode. All the appropriations of money which he 
has demanded have been unhesitatingly granted: 
even against the sense of some of his own friends, 
e troops he has asked for, and precisely of 
iption he has required, have been given 
there is an entire dis 
And whenever the 


further. 


resident shall 


v ongthis side the Chamber as he has a right 
: for among his own political friends. 

bs at, then, is the character of this bill? Does 

look to a te ion of the war by a vigorous 


“of ‘it? No. It rather shows the 


on 
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retaining the same proposition | 
and ponion it in this bill. Once again the 
declaration is to be revived, to which a great por- | 


sition wo go || 


nk aid necessary, he will find as many ad- | 


ee 
os $a 
- 






| with which he pressed the measure, as well as by 
| his language, been giving “‘ aid and comfort to the 
|} enemy.” He warned the Senator from Arkansas 
|| to be careful that he did not provoke Presidential 
|| or Organic censure. 

Here Mr. J. read a paragraph in Mr. Sevier’s 
| speech, probably suggested (as Mr. J. said) in 
|| some anxious colloquy with the manager of our 
| finances, in which it reads: ** On our t, we are 
| beginning to feel that we are engaged in an expen- 
sive war,’’ &c. 

The only thing here in which the Senator from 
| Arkansas had made any great mistake, was in say- 
| ing we are beginning to feel this. We had felt it 
| for some time past. Our people were to take pos- 
| session of Mexico, and then she was to be mulct- 
| ed of her territory to pay for the mene of the 
| war. Peace, the Senator told us, will have to be 
| bought by the appropriation in this bill, if we 
| are to obtain it. ere was an evident contradic- 
|| tion between two distinguished Senators: the one 
asserting that peace must be obtained by a vigor- 


ous prosecution of the war, and the other main- | 


taining that it must be acquired by purchase. The 
Senator from Michigan must see the incongruity 


of his amendment, if it were to be appended to the | 


bill by way of preamble. 

Mr. J. then read the bill as it would appear 
with the proposition of the Senator from Michi- 
gan preceding it in the form of a preamble. 

We are to declare, that to obtain a just and 
honorable peace, a vigorous prosecution of the 
war was necessary, and then add, we will give 
three millions to buy a peace. Would not this be 
a most lame and impotent conclusion. 
| sword in hand to march up to our foe, threatening, 


| sir, you may have my sword, if you will do me 
the favor to take my purse with it, and so let us 
| be quits.”’ Would this look like a victorious and 
honorable termination of the war? What is dis- 
| graceful in an individual is disgraceful in a nation. 


that if he in good faith thought that peace could 
| only be honorably obtained by a vigorous prose- 
| ecution of the war, he ought to vote against a 
| proposition to obtain it by 
| bill reads as it stands by itsel 
{Mr. J. here read further extracts to show the 
| ground on which this bill was brought forward.] 
| Then it suggested itself to the Senator, on the 
introduction of this bill, that there might be some 
|| difficulty attending this matter. That country was 
|| so distracted by factions, that the power of to-day 
| is succeeded by another to-morrow, and therefore a 

treaty made to-day may be denounced to-morrow. 
| These difficulties stared the distinguished Senator 
in the face, and he tried to obviate them. He 
says: 


|| to make peace. They have seen that they are unequal toa 
contest with the United States—they have seen their cities 
| captured by our armies, or blockaded by our fleets—they 
|| have seen a large portion of their territory subjugated by our 
| troops—they see our armies still triumphantly advancing into 


|| the interior of their country—and theirs defeated in every | 


contest. They have found themselves impoverished, and 
|| their army and civil list sustained by forced and illegal exac- 
|| tions upon her people, destitute of means, and no ho 
obtaining it. Gloomy as this picture is on the part of Mexi- 
| co, should this war continue for a great while longer, they 
| see that their condition will be still more oppressive, and the 
terms on which they can ultimately have peace, still more 
onerous. This is the light in which, it is believed, a major- 
ity of the people of Mexico view this war, and so viewin 
it, the President thinks it at least probable, that if clothe 
by Congress with the necessary means and discretion, that 
he may be able to make peace with Mexico.” 

The terms on which they are to have peace still 
more onerous! Why, it will take the whole of 
Mexico, then, [a Senator exclaimed: Precisely ;] 
and they should hear from the opposite side of the 
|| Chamber what mi had ee come 

from the Senator from Michigan before—“‘ The 
whole or none!”’ (Laughter. ] 

Mr. CASS. Only 54° 40’. 

Mr. J. Yes, “54° 40’—all or none!’ [Re- 
newed Jaughter.} The Senator from Michigan 
went for 54° 40", and nobody asked for more; and 
now as then, he supposed that Senator would want 
\\ * all or none.”’ 





We are | 


pee for so the | 








“The President believed that Mexico, or a large part of it | 
|| —at all events a large majority of the peop)le—would be glad | 


of || 















—— Cnn a 
to ‘satisfied the Senator from || Mr. J. then referred to the speech of the chair- 
in 





| to return. 
ject. 


| gress, to place the coasts of Mexico under 
directed not to obstruct the passage of Santa Ana 
| co, should he attempt to return.” 


_the order was given, and what were the reasons 
| which resulted from those circumstances? He 


, : | tells us in the precedin tof t message: 
| to exterminate him, and then to stop short sud- || P € part of the eume : 


| denly, and practically to say to him—‘* My dear || view, no reason was perceived why we should take 


| trary, it was believed that the intestine divisions ¥ 


| Ana’s return to Mexico, and his contest with 
nal | strongly tend to produce a disposition with both partiesto 
And he would say to the Senator from Michigan, || 


| involve Mexico! 


| Mexico was expected to occasion, was to 
|| peace to the United States! 
| tain an ** honorable and successful termination of 


|| whose tyranny had compelle 
|, him into exile, in the hope 
| be attended with “ intestine divisions” and witha 
_ revolution, involving the country in a civil war, 


all be satisfied with what we can 


| that the day war was declared—the 13th of May. _ 
| 1846—that very day, he gave the order, or caused 


_versary a man to produce “ intestine divisions!” 
It was not to be accomplished by our arms and 


| tion are put at hiscommand. The dying hopes 





































Mr. CASS. I went for all I could pe 
Mr. J. Yes, 54° 40’—all or none, Gi 


But to proceed: The Sehatne li rk 
goes on to say, that the intelligence” posas 
the President gave them reason to believe 
peace could be obtained. Unfortunately, ¢ 
ate did not enjoy the benefit of that inte 


The language of the Senator from: Arkanss 


«The intelligence possessed by the President gave thes 
reason to believe, that by a coctein ahanaa in ey. tot 
made to them in their exhausted and impo % 
tion, to pay off their army and other expenses, they w 
be willing and able to make peace, and cols meh j 
specified, that portion of the country he had named.» > 
Now, he (Mr. J.) could not for his life see whp 
benefit this was to be to us. But before he prs. 
ceeded, he would go a little further back. ‘Thy 
President of the United States, in his an ‘mes. 
sage, in which he is justifying the permission 
which he authorized to be given to Santa Ana: 


return to Mexico, told us, among other th } 


ae 
i 


the order to be given, that Santa Ana mighth 
permitted to return to Mexico. Now, this was an 
extraordinary circumstance. The 13th day of 
was the very day on which Congress passed | 
act recognising the war with Mexico, and on that 
day the President gave permission to Santa Ana 
I will read what he says on this sub 
It succeeds what I will read hereafter: . 


‘Tu view of these’ facts and circumstances it was, 
when orders were issued to the commander of our 
forces in the Gulf, on the 13th day of May j 
which the existence of the war had been r 


e 3. 


Now what were the circumstances under which 


* Our object was the restoration of peace; and with that 
in 


with Paredes, and aid him, by means of our 
preventing the return of his rival to Mexico. On 


dinary sagacity could not but anticipate as the fruit i 
Paredes, might 
restore and preservé peace with the United States,” 

The ‘intestine divisions” in which he might” 
| This was the avowal 
President of the United States, of his re 
such an extraordinary circumstance. The “inp. 
testine divisions’? which Santa Ana’s return to 


o. 


He expected to ob- 
the war”’ by sending into the country of our ad- 
the return of one 


the people to drive 
that his return would 


our valor, but by enereene 





and creating by a civil war still greater em 
ments than resulted from the contest with 


and 





| thus to induce them to enter into a peace, whit 


if united, he feared we might not be able to con- 
uer! . 
Well, he goes there. He goes attended bya 

troop of officers. He es our blockade by 

of the President of the United States, And the 

moment he gets there he is found giving “aid 

and comfort to the enemy;’’ and he is 

do this by this act of our President. Thecouti 

rises to receive him. All the resources of the ua- 










of the people are revived through the instrumen- 
tality of the President of the United States, and 
Santa Ana now stands their leader, their 

leader—he who is the most suc and ‘ap- 
proved soldier that Mexico ever had, Heisinvest- 
ed with the command of from forty to fifty thou- 
sand well chosen and well drilled troops; he-has 
the command of the country, and his will,’ 



























physical force which he is able to wield, pust a 
the will of the nation. Now, what effect must 
have onthe nation? It must draw closer their Mt 
revive their expiring hopes, reanimate courage, 
and create the determination to die in the last @Me 

in defence of their soil. Of this, no Sens ee 
doubt who had heard, on another occasion, intél- _ 


ligence from journals published in that country, a Re 



















